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News from Scott
Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,
Our school constantly strives to be:
A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and talents through
a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.
It has been a wonderful fortnight to be the principal of our school.
Watching our kids represent on so many occasions and demonstrate the core values of our community to
others has made the past two weeks brilliant.
Two of our Year 6 students presented their speeches at Glenmore Park as part of The Voice of Youth
competition. They were intelligent, articulate and engaging as they shared their topics with students from
four different schools. Liviana was presented with the Social Justice Award for her speech as well as
being named ‘runner up’ for our cluster.
Our Year Two students represented our school when they went on an excursion to Penrith Lakes. They
did some ‘hands-on’ learning about the environment and ecosystems.
We also held our first P and F Year 3-6 Disco in such a long time. The kids were fabulous. They obviously
needed a disco because they stood in front of the DJ and danced non-stop for ninety minutes. It was
great to have this event back and we look forward to the K-2 disco next term.
This week we had students represent our school at the Zone Athletics Carnival and also seven netball
teams attend the St Nicholas Netball Gala day. The feedback from staff and parents was very positive, in
particular, the comments about being good sports and about enjoying the fun of these
events.Congratulations to those children who were selected to go to the Diocesan Athletics Carnival and
also to our netball teams that won their age group division at netball.
Yesterday added to the pride I feel. As part of Book Week, Mrs Tredinnick organised for a performance of
a Dreamtime Story - How the Echidna Got her Spines. Every class got to attend the performance but the
amazing thing was that the performers were a group of our children who have been working with Mrs
Tredinnick and Mrs Evans to rehearse, create costumes and build props. The performances I watched
were a brilliant display of how all the learning that happens for our kids empowers them to do amazing
things beyond our expectations. The performances were so polished and the drama skills demonstrated
were very professional.
There is so much to be proud of at our school.
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News from Scott - Continued
P and F News
Thank you to the group of parents that attended our Term 3 P and F meeting on Wednesday
night. It was a great turn out. We were able to hear the President’s Report about the upcoming
P and F Events that the group will be running over the next two terms. We also heard the
Treasurer’s Report about the financial position of the P and F.
During my Principal Report, I was able to collect the voices, thoughts and ideas of our parents
around the idea of a new canteen provider, exploring Before and After School Care options and
what they see as positives and negatives in making a decision for our school community. I really
appreciate the honest views and opinions that were shared to support me in meeting the needs
of our community.
Thank you to our P and F for all of the time and effort that they put in to ‘build community’ for our
school.
Happy Fathers Day
Wishing all of the fathers and father-like figures in our community a very happy fathers day. On
behalf of the staff at St Mary MacKillop, thank you for your work in the partnership with our
school

Together We Grow
Scott

Religious Education News
Masses and Liturgies Reminder
St Mary MacKillop is a unique Catholic school, in the fact that we do not have a parish
church on site for celebrating masses and liturgies. Prior to the construction of the hall many
of our liturgical celebrations had to be held outside and were dependent on weather
conditions. Our beautiful hall is a wonderful space that is used for so many educational
activities, however, whenever we use our hall for a religious celebration (Liturgy of the Word
or Mass) this space becomes sacred, as it is transforms to be our school church.
As we move back to normal routines for masses and liturgies after COVID restrictions we
are currently reminding and re-teaching our students about the structure and participation in
masses and liturgies, as well as reverence in the hall - before, during and after all prayer
celebrations.
When our hall becomes God's house – our school church – it becomes a sacred place
where we praise and honour God. Therefore, out of respect and reverence we do not eat or
drink during a liturgy or mass. In addition hot drinks cannot be consumed during
religious celebrations due to our duty of care and Work, Health & Safety regulations
about hot drinks around students.
Thank you in anticipation of your support as we transition back to normal routines and
practises.

Father’s Day Celebrations – Thursday 1st September
Please join us on Thursday 1st September as we honour our fathers and other special male
role models in our lives. Fathers are very special people and the very presence of our
fathers in our lives, or the memory of our fathers, is a gift. On this day we will show our
appreciation and love for all the men in our lives who give us care and protection, love and
guidance.
On Father’s Day and it is a time to think about our fathers, to honour them, and to give
thanks for them. This is a day for all fathers, to know how much we love and respect them.
Most importantly this is a day for us to thank God, our Father in heaven, for His presence in
our life.
What Makes A Dad?
God took the strength of a mountain,the majesty of a tree,
The warmth of the summer sun, the clam of a quiet sea,
The generous soul of nature, the comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages, the power of the eagle’s flight,
The joy of a morning in spring, the faith of a mustard seed,
The patience of eternity, the depth of family need,
Then God combined these qualities,
When there was nothing more to add,
He knew his masterpiece was complete,
And so, He called it… Dad

Religious Education News - Continued
Father’s Day celebrations - Thursday 1st September
Please see below for an outline of our Father’s Day celebrations:
8am - Father's Day sausage sizzle breakfast
●
Thank you to our wonderful P & F for organising this
9:15am - Father's Day Liturgy in the hall.
The Year 1 children will lead us in prayer to celebrate our Fathers and the special love
that they share with us.
●
No hot beverages in the hall please.
10:15am - Open classrooms
10:45 – Lunch: Eating time for students
●
normal school procedures return and all visitors are kindly asked to exit the
school grounds so the gates can be locked for a safe playtime for all students
We look forward to sharing this special time with you.
The staff and students of St Mary MacKillop

Sacramental Program – Confirmation
The commitment masses for the Sacrament of Confirmation will be this weekend at St
Nicholas of Myra Church.
If your child is enrolled in the program please attend one of the following masses:
Saturday 27th August – 6pm
Sunday 28th August – 8:30am, 10am, 6pm

Mrs Gillard
Religious Education Coordinator

Voice of Youth Competition
Over the first four weeks of this term Year 6 have been very busy creating and delivering their
Voice of Youth speeches on a topic they are passionate about. On Tuesday, 16th August all of
Year 6 travelled to Bethany Primary School in Glenmore Park with our other cluster schools; Our
Lady of the Way (Emu Plains) and Holy Family (Luddenham) to hear the 2 finalists from each
school speak. Representing St Mary MacKillop was Lucas G and Liviana J. Both speakers did
an amazing job of presenting to a crowd of over 200 students, teachers and other guests, with
Liviana coming in as the overall runner up and winner of the Social Justice Award.
Congratulations to both speakers for doing an amazing job representing our school.

P & F News
Please join us for our Fathers day BBQ on Thursday, 1st September from 8:00am.
Friday, 2nd September we will run our Fathers Day stall, presents range from $1:00 to $10:00.
Please send your child with cash only.
The P&F would like to thank all the volunteers who helped wrap the presents. We really
appreciate all your help.
Finally a reminder about returning the Colour Explosion form to the office with the entry fee by
Friday, 26th August.
Paul Bortolazzo
P & F President

Sport News
Congratulations to all of our Netball Gala Day Champions who competed at the St Nicholas Gala
Day on the 24th August 2022. Despite the cold wind, the sun was shining bright just like all the St
Mary Mackillop Teams. All students played their hearts out and put in 110% to all games. We had
three teams come away from the competition undefeated. These were the junior boys, 10 year
girls and the senior girls team. Each team experienced a win on the day and as always, we are so
proud of our school’s sportsmanship and overall effort. The students should be incredibly proud of
themselves and how they represented the school.
A day like this couldn't happen without the wonderful effort and commitment from the parents and
umpires who attended. Thank you to the many parents and families that came down and
supported us on the day. Special mentions to our team coaches and scorers, who offered time on
the day to chase the teams around making sure they were at the courts ready for the hooter and
provided advice when needed; Kirrily Murphy, Tracey Ellis, Chantal Knowles, Summer Knowles,
Rebecca Cropper, Natalie Moroney, Michelle Mount, David and Catherine Bullock, Michelle
Bachtis, Julie Ashe, Deb Parrington, Alan Rowan, Tabatha Knowles, Alison Martino,and Leanne
Goncalves.
Mrs Jarrett, Miss Wotherspoon and Mrs Groger

Book Week
2022

To kick off St Mary Mackillop’s Book Week
Celebrations, the school was visited by some
friendly animal folk. We had a great time using
them as inspiration for our writing.
Stay tuned for the next KIT to see the rest of
our Book Week celebrations.

School Fees
Instalment 3 School Fees are now overdue. If you already have paid your fees, thank
you. All overdue school fees should now be paid or under an arrangement.
If you are having any difficulties in paying your school fees please contact our Senior
Finance Officer, Mrs Monique Kearins on 4724 3200 to discuss.
School Office hours are 8:30am – 3:30pm. All payments and enquiries can be made
during this time. Payments through the office can be paid by EFTPOS. When paying
by BPay, Bpoint & Post BillPay please use the current statement. Details are located
on the bottom of the statement.
We advise that we are unable to process EFTPOS payments after 3:30pm.

Leaving Students
A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal before the
removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. The notice can be given any
time during term for the next term. Where appropriate notice has been received a
pro-rata credit can be calculated based on a pro-rata 40 week year. One exception is
that notice in writing will be accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the
following years’ enrolment i.e. the notice period of 10 school weeks will be waived in
this circumstance. If you know your child will be leaving at the end of the year, please
advise the school as soon as possible.

Regular Attendance And Absences
Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is essential for
progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take them to the office for a
late note. If your child is going to be away from school for more than two days please
contact the school office. A note is required explaining all absences. It is necessary to
notify the Principal by letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g.
holidays, transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send a note to the
child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through the Compass
Parent Portal.
There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking the school
rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their children on holidays, during
the school year, to complete a request of ‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form.
These forms are to be completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on
leave for more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the
application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school days leave. Longer
periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and the Catholic Education
Commission.

Date

Time

Event

Location

Thursday 1 September

8:00am
9:15am
10:15am

Father’s Day Breakfast
Father’s Day Liturgy
Open Classrooms

Playground
School Hall

Friday 2 September

Father’s Day Stall

School Hall

Friday 2 September

Diocesan Athletics Carnival

Sydney Olympic
Park Athletics
Centre

Year 6 Mass

School Hall

Thursday 8 September

9:15am

Friday 9 September

Wednesday 14
September

Staff Development Day - NO
SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS TODAY
9:00am

Friday 16 September

Year 1 Excursion to The Rocks

The Rocks

P & F Colour Explosion

Friday 16 September

2:20pm

Whole School Assembly

School hall

Friday 23 September

2:20pm

Whole School Assembly

School hall

Friday 23 September

Stage 3 Touch Gala Day

TBA

Friday 23 September

Last Day of Term 3

Monday 10 October

Term 4 Commences - Students
return to School

