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News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:

A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and talents through 
a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,

We have made a busy start to our third term. Some of our students are being selected and are training 
for our upcoming inter-school netball gala day. The zone athletics team is also getting ready to represent 
us at that carnival in a few weeks. All of our students were engaged in some activities yesterday to 
deepen our understanding of indigenous culture and to celebrate NAIDOC Week, (which was during the 
holidays). Year 5 are excited to go on excursion to Sydney Zoo tomorrow and Year 6 have been 
preparing for their grade mass tomorrow. As you can see there is a lot going on.

Please make a note in your calendars for Wednesday 24th August at 7pm. At this time we will hold our 
Term 3 P and F meeting. A particular focus for the school is deciding the future use of our canteen and 
hall. We are considering options such as engaging a new canteen contractor for lunch orders and break 
times, perhaps engaging a before and after school provider in the space instead, or whether we are best 
served by keeping the space available for our school and community use. If you have a view on how this 
space could be best used, we are calling for a sharing of ideas at this P and F meeting. The voice of 
school leadership and staff is also being collected to place us in an informed position to make a decision. 
These meetings are a great opportunity to meet other parents at our school, to learn more about what 
initiatives the P and F have planned as well as a chance to add to the thinking of the group.

Staffing News

Mrs Jacqui van Der Burg, our Assistant Principal, will extend her Long Service Leave until the end of the 
year. We have been truly blessed to have someone with the experience and talents of Mrs Michelle 
O’Leary to come across and help our community by stepping into the Acting Assistant Principal role this 
year. She will continue on with us until the end of 2022.

In Giving We Receive

Scott Buchan
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Religious Education News

Sacramental Program – Confirmation
Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation will open on the website,
stnicholasofmyra.org.au on Wednesday 3rd August and close on
Wednesday 17th August at 4.00pm.
 
The website contains the requirements and commitments for parents and children 
and the dates of the Parent Information Evening, Commitment masses, Family sessions, 
Practice / Trivia / Movie afternoon, 2nd Rite of Reconciliation and Confirmation masses.
To be eligible for Confirmation, children must be in Year 5 or above and must be 
baptised and have received their First Holy Communion.
All enquiries to Rodney Howard at St Nicholas of Myra Parish Ph:4721 2509
Email: sacramental@stnicholasofmyra.org.au

The Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop: Monday 8th August
On January 15, 1842 Mary MacKillop was born to Scottish parents,
Alexander MacKillop and Flora MacDonald in Fitzroy, Victoria.

Mary, the eldest of eight children, was well educated by her father who 
spent some years studying for the priesthood in Rome but through ill health 
had returned to Scotland until 1835 when he migrated to Australia with his parents. 
Unfortunately, he lacked financial awareness, so the family was often without a home of 
their own, depending on friends and relatives and frequently separated from one another.

From the age of sixteen, Mary earned her living and greatly supported her family, as a 
governess, as a clerk for Sands and Kenny (now Sands and MacDougall), and as a 
teacher at the Portland school. While acting as a governess to her uncle's children at 
Penola, Mary met Father Julian Tenison Woods who, with a parish of 56,000 square 
kilometres, needed help in the religious education of children in the outback. At the time 
Mary's family depended on her income so she was not free to follow her dream. However, 
in 1866, greatly inspired and encouraged by Father Woods, Mary opened the first Saint 
Joseph's School in a disused stable in Penola.

Young women came to join Mary, and so the Congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph was 
begun. In 1867, Mary was asked by Bishop Shiel to come to Adelaide to start a school. 
From there, the Sisters spread, in groups to small outback settlements and large cities 
around Australia, New Zealand, and now in Peru, Brazil and refugee camps of Uganda and 
Thailand. Mary and these early Sisters, together with other Religious Orders and lay 
teachers of the time, had a profound influence on the forming of Catholic Education as we 
have come to know and experience it today. She also opened orphanages, places to care 
for the homeless and destitute and refuges for people who wished to make a fresh start in 
life.

http://www.sosj.org.au/who-we-are/index.cfm?loadref=106


 

 

Religious Education News

Throughout her life, Mary met with opposition from people outside the Church 
and even from some of those within it. In the most difficult of times she 
consistently refused to attack those who wrongly accused her and undermined 
her work, but continued in the way she believed God was calling her and was 
always ready to forgive those who wronged her.

Throughout her life Mary suffered ill health. She died on August 8, 1909 in the 
convent in Mount Street, North Sydney where her tomb is now enshrined. 
Since then the Congregation has grown and now numbers about 900, working 
mainly in Australia and New Zealand but also scattered singly or in small 
groups around the world. The "Brown Joeys" may be seen in big city schools, 
on dusty bush tracks, in modern hospitals, in caravans, working with the "little 
ones" of God - the homeless, the new migrant, the Aboriginal, the lonely and 
the unwanted, in direct care and in advocacy, in standing with and in speaking 
with. In their endeavours to reverence the human dignity of others and to 
change unjust structures, the Sisters and those many others who also share 
the Mary MacKillop spirit continue the work which she began.

This great Australian woman inspired great dedication to God's work in the 
then new colonies. In today's world, she stands as an example of great 
courage and trust in her living out of God's loving and compassionate care of 
those in need. (Extract from the Sisters of St Joseph)

St Mary MacKillop Feast Day Mass -  11am Monday 8th August
This year, as part of our celebrations, to honour our school patron, St Mary 
MacKillop, we will celebrate a whole school mass at St Nicholas of Myra at 
11am (this mass will be led by Year 2 and 5M) and all parents, friends and 
parishioners are warmly invited to join us.
All the children will be transported to and from the church by bus and all 
parents are kindly asked to make sure they have returned their child's 
permission note by Tuesday 2nd August.
 
We look forward to sharing this special celebration with you.

 
Mrs Gillard
Religious Education Coordinator



 

 

P&F News
The P&F have been busy organising events for the second half of this year. To 
make these events successful we need your help! If you have capacity to help 
in any way either in the planning of the event or on the day/night of the event, 
we would like to hear from you. The events are:

Any parent wishing to assist can email : smmppandf@gmail.com your name, 
email and contact number and what event you can provide assist to.
We will keep in touch via the Schools Compass notifications and the school 
newsletter, do not hesitate to contact the P&F via the school or the email listed 
above.

Regards,
Fiona Bryant
Vice President
P&F Committee

Date Function Times Notes

Thursday 18th 
August

Primary Disco 5:30pm - 7:30pm Help required on 
the night

Thursday 1st 
September

Fathers Day BBQ Serve from 8am Help required to 
set up, cook and 
serve at the BBQ

Friday 2nd 
September

Fathers Day Stall 8am -12pm Help required 
wrapping 
presents and on 
the day

Friday 16th 
September

Colour Run School Day Help required on 
the day

Thursday 27th 
October

Infants Disco 5:30pm - 7pm Help required on 
the night

Sunday 6th 
November

Fete 10am - 3pm Help required for 
planning and on 
the day

Thursday 15th 
December

Year 6 
Graduation

5pm - 7pm



School Fees
Instalment 3 School Fees will be sent to your home address as from Monday, 25th July 
2022 from our Catholic Education Office of Parramatta. The Instalment 3 School Fees 
are due by Wednesday, 24th August 2022. If you are under an
arrangement, please disregard this due date. If you are not under an arrangement all 
school fees will need to be paid by Wednesday, 24th August.

If you feel you may have difficulties in paying your school fees by this date, please 
contact our Senior Finance Officer, Mrs Monique Kearins on 4724 3200 to discuss.

School Office hours are 8:30am – 3:30pm. All payments and enquiries can be made 
during this time. Payments through the office can be paid by EFTPOS. When paying by 
BPay, Bpoint & Post BillPay please use the current statement. Details are located on 
the bottom of the statement. We advise that we are unable to process EFTPOS 
payments after 3:30pm.

Leaving Students
A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal before the 
removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. The notice can be given any 
time during term for the next term. Where appropriate notice has been received a 
pro-rata credit can be calculated based on a pro-rata 40 week year. One exception is 
that notice in writing will be accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the 
following years’ enrolment i.e. the notice period of 10 school weeks will be waived in 
this circumstance. If you know your child will be leaving at the end of the year, please 
advise the school as soon as possible.

Regular Attendance And Absences 

Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is essential for 
progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take them to the office for a 
late note. If your child is going to be away from school for more than two days please 
contact the school office. A note is required explaining all absences. It is necessary to 
notify the Principal by letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g. 
holidays, transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send a note to the 
child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through the Compass 
Parent Portal. 

There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking the school 
rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their children on holidays, during 
the school year, to complete a request of ‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form. 
These forms are to be completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on 
leave for more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the 
application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school days leave. Longer 
periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and the Catholic Education 
Commission.

 

 



 

 

NAIDOC WEEK

This week St Mary MacKillop has been celebrating NAIDOC Week. We were 
lucky enough to have Mrs Evans and Bella come to teach us about the 
Indigenous culture and history through traditional stories, dance and games. 

Keep an eye out for a video coming soon to our school facebook page.



Date Time Event Location

Friday 29 July 8:45am Year 5 Excursion Sydney Zoo

Friday 29 July 9:15am Year 6 Mass School hall

Friday 29 July 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Thursday 4 August 9:15am Year 4 Mass School hall

Friday 5 August 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Monday 8th August 11am Feast of St Mary MacKillop Mass St Nicholas of 
Myra

Friday 12 August 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Monday 15 August 9:15am Whole school mass - Feast of the 
Assumption

School hall

Thursday 18 August 8:45am Year 2 Excursion Penrith Lakes

Thursday 18 August 5:30 - 7pm P&F Primary Disco School Hall

Friday 19 August 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Tuesday 23 August Zone Athletics Carnival Blair Oval, St 
Marys

Wednesday 24 August 8:45am Netball Gala Day Jamison Park

Wednesday 24 August 7pm P&F Meeting - All welcome to 
attend

School hall

Thursday 25 August 9:15am Year 3 Liturgy of the Word School hall




