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St Mary MacKillop Primary School

   News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:

A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts 
and talents through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.

Dear parents and friends,

On behalf of all of the team here at St Mary MacKillop, we wish you a safe and relaxing 
school holidays. The kids have certainly earnt a break from school after such a full term 
of learning and activities. Hopefully it is a time that you can spend together making 
memories and sharing time as a family.

Next term promises to be very full with great learning experiences and loads of events 
to share together. For our Year 6 children we will journey through their last term at St 
Mary MacKillop and on to graduation  to high school. A list of dates and events for Year 
6 will be shared early next term.

Over the holidays, work will commence on the refurbishment of the year 5 and 6 toilet 
block. This will likely create some inconvenience for the first couple of weeks of Term 4 
but ultimately our kids will enjoy much better facilities.

Thank you as always for your  support of the staff during Term 3 and for your 
contribution and participation in the partnership of our school. The masses, liturgies, 
assemblies, excursions, carnivals, colour runs, Book Week events, Open Classes 
etc….have really helped us feel like we are getting back to normal because you have 
been there shoulder to shoulder with us. It is greatly appreciated.

Together We Grow.

Scott

https://www.facebook.com/MacKillopPenrith
https://www.facebook.com/MacKillopPenrith
https://www.facebook.com/MacKillopPenrith/
https://www.facebook.com/MacKillopPenrith/


 

 

Religious Education News
The Sacrament of Confirmation

As a faith community we are encouraged to pray for the following Confirmation candidates as 
they prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on Thursday 20th October:

Nicholas B, Ben B, Artold C, Ruby C, Will C, Matilda C, Sophia D, Joel D,
Amelia E, Lilliana F, Misa F, Dominic F, Sonny G, Mia G, Lachlan G, Indie G,
Vivekah G, Micah K, Janice K, Jordan L, Flynn M, Parker M, Hayley M,
Kasey M, Jake N, Sophija P, Olivia P, Lachlan P, Maddison Q, Luka R,
Will S, Scarlett T and Natasha W.

At Confirmation these children will receive the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.

These seven gifts were first received in the Sacrament of Baptism are then they are strengthened 
in the Sacrament of Confirmation, which is one of the reasons why the Catholic Church teaches 
that Confirmation is properly viewed as the completion of Baptism.

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit give us strength to help us through life. The seven gifts are: 
 
Wisdom: The ability to see God in everyone and everything everywhere.
 
Understanding:  The ability to comprehend that we are followers of Christ.
 
Counsel (Right Judgment):  The ability to know right from wrong and to choose to do what is 
right.
 
Piety (Reverence):  The ability to have deep respect for God and the church.
 
Knowledge:  The ability to understand the meaning of God.
 
Fortitude (Courage):  The ability to overcome our fear and to stand up for what is right in the 
eyes of God.
 
Fear of the Lord (Wonder and Awe):  The ability to be aware the God is all-powerful, all-loving, 
all-perfect. To be in admiration of all the wonderful things God does.
 

                                               
 
 
 
 
                         

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-sacrament-of-baptism-542130
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-sacrament-of-confirmation-542118


 

 

Religious Education News - Continued
Praying the Rosary
Traditionally the month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary and this has been a tradition in 
the Catholic Church for a long time. Pope Francis encourages Catholics to pray the Rosary because 
it is a powerful prayer to God through His mother, Mary.
 
The word ‘rosary’ comes from Latin and means a garland of roses, the rose being one of the 
flowers used to symbolize the Virgin Mary. It is recognized as a truly biblical form of prayer—after 
all, the prayers that comprise it come mainly from the Bible. 
Rosary beads are used to help Catholics count their prayers. Catholics often pray the rosary to 
make a request to God, some to thank God for blessings received or for requesting a special favour, 
for example if someone is sick to help them recover.    
 
Below, there is a 'How to pray The Rosary' guide that you may like to utilise at home.

How to Pray the Rosary
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1. On the crucifix (cross), make the sign of the cross and then pray the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified; 
died, and was buried. He descended into Hell; on the third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into 
Heaven, seated at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
Amen. 

2. On the next large bead, say the Our Father.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, Amen.



 

 

Religious Education News - Continued

6. Skip the centerpiece medallion, and on the ten beads after that, pray a Hail Mary on 

each bead; on the chain, pray a Glory Be.
Although a decade is 10, these 12 prayers form a decade of the rosary. Many Catholics add the Fatima Prayer 
after the Glory Be and before the next Our Father: O My Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell 
and lead all souls to heaven, especially those in most need of Thy mercy. Amen.

7. Repeat Steps 5 and 6 four more times to finish the next four decades.

8. At the end of your Rosary, say the Hail Holy Queen.
Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished 
children of Eve, to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most 
gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us; and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy 
womb Jesus, O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
O God, whose only-begotten Son, by His life, death, and resurrection, has purchased for us the rewards of eternal 
life; grant we beseech Thee, that meditating upon these mysteries of the most holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, we may imitate what they contain and obtain what they promise. Through the same Christ our
Lord. Amen.

3. On the following three small beads, pray three Hail Marys.
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

4. On the chain, pray The Glory Be.
Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

5. On the large bead, meditate on the first mystery and pray the Our Father.
You pray mysteries for each of the five sections (decades) of the rosary according to the day of the week:



 

 

Penrith City Council - Road Safety Concerns

Wendy Read Road Safety Officer at Penrith City Council recently conducted an 
observation of our school’s road safety and has sent us the following 
communication:

I would like to commend your families for the high uptake of ‘park and walk’ 
whereby drivers parked their vehicles in the surrounding streets and then walked to 
collect their children. The afternoon pick up was relaxed and most drivers and 
pedestrians were observed to comply with the NSW Road Rules.

 An area of improvement relates to the use of the designated ‘No Parking’ student 
drop off and pick up zone. At the time of the afternoon visit every vehicle that used 
this zone did so illegally. There were instances of:

• Drivers parking the vehicle and walking to the gate to collect the child

• Double parking

• Parking within the ‘Bus Zone’

• Parking within the ‘No Stopping’

• Blocking the residential driveway when the resident was trying to pull into their 
driveway

 Please remember during pick up and drop off:

• The designated Fragar Road ‘No Parking’ student drop-off and pick-up zone 
permits a driver to stop the vehicle for a maximum of 2-minutes to set down or pick 
up students.

• Drivers are required to remain with their vehicle to a maximum of 3-meters.

• Drivers should pull into the zone and move to the front of the bay, or first available 
space to drop off or collect their child.

• Drivers should remember to put the hand brake on and put the car in park – 
however they should not leave their vehicle unless they need to help a child with 
their bag or seat belt/restraint.





Year 1 Excursion
On Wednesday, 14th September 2022 Year 1 attended their first excursion to 
the Rocks Sydney.  Students participated and discovered the past and how 
family life has changed over time.  Students had a fantastic time digging up a 
variety of artefacts from the past and working out how these artefacts were 
used.  Students walked through what houses would have been like and 
discussed different family roles in the home. Students participated in all the 
activities given with respect and represented Mackillop proudly.  It was a great 
day had by all! 

A big thank you to all the parents that attended and supported us on the day.  
We could not have it without you and appreciate your support.

Year 1 Teachers



 

P & F News
COLOUR EXPLOSION - What a Day!!

Our Colour Explosion was a huge hit, the children had such a wonderful day, 
their smiles said it all! Special thanks to our volunteers, who made the day 
possible.

Sponsorship from families was amazing, we’ll have an update with the total 
monies raised next term.

Special thanks to Claire from Beans and Mash Photography for taking photos 
on the day. You can check out her work at www.beansandmash.com.au

 Here are a few pics from the day... 



 

P & F News - Continued

FANTASTIC NEWS - We are underway in preparations for our School Fete. 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 6, 2022...

 WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

We need people power to help coordinate the St Mary MacKillop Fete 2022! A 
volunteer spreadsheet will be available from next term. We are hoping to ask 
every family to donate an hour of their time to helping out on Fete Day.

We need hands on deck, so any help that can be offered would be amazing!



 

P & F News - Continued
SPONSORSHIP

We have been extremely fortunate in welcoming our top sponsors to the St Mary 
MacKillop community:

Platinum – REGO-MAN

Gold – Outback Steakhouse

Gold – Bella Dental Penrith

Silver – West Air

Silver – East Blaxland Butchery

Many thanks for your support!

STALLS AVAILABLE – We have a few stalls available for the day. Please get in contact if 
you have something to sell or showcase to our school community.

RAFFLE DONATIONS – We are in desperate need of some great prizes for raffle prizes, 
if you have a business or work for a business that may have something to donate as a 
raffle prize, we'd love to hear from you!

RIDES, RIDES AND MORE RIDES – We will have some amazing rides at this year’s 
fete. Ride passes will be available for purchase in Term 4, Week 1. 

Looking forward to an amazing fete!

Any questions, please contact smmppandf@gmail.com

The P&F Committee



Leaving Students
A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal 
before the removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. The 
notice can be given any time during term for the next term. Where 
appropriate notice has been received a pro-rata credit can be calculated 
based on a pro-rata 40 week year. One exception is that notice in writing 
will be accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the following years’ 
enrolment i.e. the notice period of 10 school weeks will be waived in this 
circumstance. If you know your child will be leaving at the end of the year, 
please advise the school as soon as possible.

Regular Attendance And Absences 
Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is 
essential for progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take 
them to the office for a late note. If your child is going to be away from 
school for more than two days please contact the school office. A note is 
required explaining all absences. It is necessary to notify the Principal by 
letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g. holidays, 
transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send a note to 
the child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through 
the Compass Parent Portal. 

There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking 
the school rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their 
children on holidays, during the school year, to complete a request of 
‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form. These forms are to be 
completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on leave for 
more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the 
application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school days 
leave. Longer periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and 
the Catholic Education Commission.

 

 



Date Time Event Location

Friday 23 September Staff Development Day 
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Monday 10 October Term 4 Commences - Students 
return to School

Monday 10 October Enlighten Education Workshop - 
Stage 3

School Library

Friday 14 October 9am-9:45am 2nd Hand Uniform Shop Open

Friday 14 October 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

Thursday 20 October Year 4 Fizzics Incursion School Library

Thursday 20 October 5pm
7pm

Confirmation Mass St Nicholas of Myra

Friday 21 October 9am
10am

Kindergarten 2023 Playgroup 
Session 1

School Hall

Friday 21 October 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

Thursday 27 October 9:15am Year 1 Liturgy School Hall

Thursday 27 October 5:30pm-7pm Infants Disco 
(Kindergarten - Year 2)

School Hall

Friday 28 October Stage 3 Touch Football Gala Day TBC

Friday 28 October 9am
10am

Kindergarten 2023 Playgroup 
Session 2

School Hall

Friday 28 October 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall




