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News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:
A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and
talents through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.
Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,
Last Thursday I joined our Kindergarten classes and their families for their first liturgy at St
Mary MacKillop. I was moved by their enjoyment and participation and awestruck by the
‘turn out’ of families who joined us. The liturgy was beautiful and a great living example of a
Christ centred community in action. I hadn’t realised how much I love these celebrations in
our school and how much I had missed them during COVID times. It is so good to have
them back.
On June 9th, we will hold a whole school liturgy to celebrate, acknowledge and thank
grandparents for all that they do for our community. I look forward to seeing many of you join
us on this day - I hope that we have enough chairs. We will continue the celebration
following the liturgy with a morning tea provided by our P & F, a book fair in the library and
Open Classrooms when we can visit the children in their learning spaces. It promises to be a
great morning, living out our school vision together. Thank you to the team of staff who are
all working together to prepare the celebration.
Our teachers are also working hard at the moment on preparing mid year learning reports on
the children in their classes. As the year has progressed, the teachers have been assessing
the learning taking place in their classrooms.
The preparing of the reports and analysis of the assessments is done by our
teachers outside of work hours and it is appropriate that I thank them for giving
so generously of their personal time to support our school. They will also be
making time later this term to meet with you to discuss your child’s learning
and support the partnership between home and school.
Mr Scott Buchan
Principal

Religious Education News
Sacramental Program – First Holy Communion
The word ‘communion’ means to be united with and Catholics believe that in Holy Communion we
are united in a special way with Jesus Christ. In this sacrament, we remember what Jesus did for us
in his life, death and resurrection. We remember particularly the Last Supper, that final meal Jesus
shared with his disciples. At that meal, Jesus gave us the Eucharist so that we could remember him
in a special way. When we receive Communion, we believe that we receive the person of Jesus into
our very beings. We become one with him, and we become one with each other. As a community,
we become 'the body of Christ'.
We currently have 44 children in our school involved in the Sacramental Program. I invite all in
our community to pray for the following children who are preparing to receive their First
Eucharist (second Sacrament of Initiation):
Alexander B, Amelia B, Emmie B, Samuel B, Christopher B, Chase B, Lila B,
Valentino C, Matilda C, Olivia D, Martina D, Joshua D, Lilliana, F, Sophie F, Ruby G,
Ava H, Joel H, Madison H, Mila H, Jacob J, Riley K, Molly Mc, Grayson M, Thomas M,
Aoife M, Ashton N, Lucas N, Spencer P, Ava P, Sophie P, Anneliese R, Finn R, Alexis S,
Olivia S, Eli S, Bailey S, Emily S, Isaac S, Braiden S, Cooper T, Jack V, Capri W, Hunter W and Joshua X.

Pentecost: Sunday 5th June
This Sunday, the 5th June is the Feast of Pentecost, one of the most important days in the Christian
Calendar. Pentecost is celebrated fifty days after Easter and concludes the Season of Easter.
‘When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’ Acts
2:1–4

Pentecost has a central place in the Christian Story. Prior to the coming of the Holy Spirit, the
disciples were confused and afraid by the recent events they had experienced - The Crucifixion and
Resurrection of their leader and teacher, Jesus.
Pentecost was a turning point for the disciples. It inspired, united and strengthened them by
transforming their minds and hearts. They no longer simply remembered Jesus, they courageously
proclaimed Him alive with boldness and conviction throughput the world.
The liturgical colour of Pentecost is red and this important day is considered the birthday of the
Christian Church.
May the Gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth
so that the presence of God may be seen
in a new light, in new places, in new ways.
May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart,
to speak it with courage,
to follow it faithfully
and to fan it to flame in others.

Religious Education News

Thursday 9th June, 2022
Please join us on Thursday 9th June as we honour St Joachim and St Anne the grandparents of
Jesus; and give thanks for the gift of our grandparents.
9am – Grandparents Liturgy in the hall - Please note the earlier time [previously advertised at
9:15am] so we can allow enough time for open classrooms and Book Fair
●
no hot beverages in the hall please. Book Fair will be closed during the Liturgy

9:45am – Grandparent Morning tea
●
●

hosted by the P & F
For adults only – no students, due to WHS

10am – Open classrooms and Book Fair
●

students will remain in their classroom and will not go to the Book Fair

10:30am – Classrooms closed
10:40am – Book Fair closed
10:45 – Lunch: Eating time for students
●

normal school procedure return and all visitors are kindly asked to exit the school grounds so
gates can be locked for a safe playtime for all students

We look forward to sharing this special time with you.
The staff and students of St Mary MacKillop

Term 2 Social Justice Activities
Our Term 2 Social Justice activities will be held in Week 9 with two whole school events.
The first event will be collecting items for St Vincent de Paul and Penrith Community Kitchen.
This will occur over the course of the week. The items needed were advertised in the last KIT
and will be advertised again in the next KIT and over our online platforms.
The second event will be a Sausage Sizzle lunch to be held on Friday 24th June. More specific
details will follow shortly.
Mrs Leesa Gillard
Religious Education Co Ordinator

National Simultaneous Story Time
2022
On Wednesday 25th May, St Mary Mackillop joined
approximately 2,000,000 people in Australia to read the book
‘Family Tree’ by Josh Pyke. This event is in its 22nd year and
aims to celebrate a love of reading and promote quality
Australian literature.
As part of the event, St Mary Mackillop created our own
family tree, with each member of the community represented
with their ﬁngerprint. Our artwork will be displayed in our
school.
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Kindergarten - Farm Excursion Highlights

Kindergarten - Farm Excursion Highlights

Regular Attendance And Absences
Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is essential for
progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take them to the office for a
late note. If your child is going to be away from school for more than two days please
contact the school office. A note is required explaining all absences. It is necessary to
notify the Principal by letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g.
holidays, transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send a note to the
child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through the Compass
Parent Portal.
There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking the school
rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their children on holidays, during
the school year, to complete a request of ‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form.
These forms are to be completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on
leave for more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the
application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school days leave. Longer
periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and the Catholic Education
Commission.

Dear Parents,
We are very excited to be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair this year to coincide with our
Grandparents liturgy on Thursday June 9, it will run similarly to last year as we keep our school
community safe. Students will have the opportunity to visit the fair at school and write a wish
list to take home to their families. Book purchases can be paid for online and recorded on
the wish list form (see attached) that will be sent home AFTER students have previewed
the fair. When students return their payment details and receipt number to school,they will
then receive their books. If the books are sold out, we will order more copies and they will be
delivered to the school within the week. Alternatively, grandparents who are attending our
school liturgy and wish to purchase or donate books from the fair will have access to the fair,
but numbers will be limited in the library space, so we will need to be patient as this process will
take some time.
PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO CASH SALES, WE CAN ONLY ACCEPT CARD
PAYMENTS ON THE DAY. Book Fair online Payments will close on Friday June 10.
To help us promote the Book Fair, we will be running a colouring competition for each stage,
these will be sent home this week. Students are invited to colour and return their entry to
school by Monday, June 6. The year 6 library team will be judging the entries, there will be a
prize awarded for the best entry in each class. Good luck everyone!
We look forward to many families supporting our fair, every book sold helps to support our
school’s teaching and learning. Thank you for your continued support for the St Mary Mackillop
school community.
Maree Eisenhuth -Teacher Librarian

Friday, 3rd June

2:20pm - Whole School Assembly - School Hall

Thursday, 9th June

9:00am - Grandparents Mass - School Hall
Book Fair / Open Classrooms

Friday, 10th June

2:20pm - Whole School Assembly - School Hall

Monday, 13th June

Queen's Birthday Public Holiday - No School today

Tuesday, 14th June

Primary Athletics Carnival (Years 3-6) Parker Street Oval

Thursday,16th June

9:15am - Year 1 Liturgy - School Hall

Friday, 17th June

2:20pm - Whole School Assembly - School Hall

MEDICATION POLICY

SCHOOL FEES

Parents are responsible for:
Obtaining the relevant medication forms
from the school and arranging for their
completion and return
●

●

●

Providing the medication in the
original labeled container to the
nominated staff member
Ensuring the medication is not
out of date and has an original
pharmacy label with the student’s
name, dosage and time to be
taken
Providing a request by parents
and written instructions from a
medical practitioner for
medication that is not obtained
on prescription, indicating:
■
Name of student
■
Condition for which the
medication is required
■
Guidelines for
administration

Term 2, 2022 Statement of Accounts have been
sent out to all families. If you haven’t received
a statement or wish to discuss a payment
arrangement please contact Monique Kearins
on 02 4724 3200 during office hours.
Term 2 fees are due by Thursday, 2nd June
2022.
Thank you for your support with this matter.

