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News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:

A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and talents 
through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,

It has been a busy Term Two for everyone here at St Mary MacKillop and I just want to 
acknowledge the great team of teachers and staff that work at our school. I know that they are just 
about exhausted and desperately in need of some time to recharge and re-energise for Term 
Three. It is no wonder when we look back at all the opportunities that they have created for our kids 
and community over the past ten weeks.

Obviously there is the fabulous teaching and learning that takes place in our classrooms every day 
but there is also so much more……… They have organised and led the liturgies and masses, the 
Book Fair and Open Classrooms, Half yearly reports and parent-teacher interviews, the excursions 
and incursions, National Simultaneous Storytime activities, the gala days and sporting carnivals, 
Mathematics Escape Rooms and ‘100 days of school’ celebrations, Mission activities with St 
Vincent De Paul Society and Penrith Community Kitchen, ‘Sorry Day’ activities and even Election 
Day Barbecues. (I’m sure that I have probably left a few things out but you get the idea).

Thanks to the creative and hard working team here at St Mary MacKillop, we have been able to 
really re-connect and engage with our fabulous partners - our parents and families. After so long 
apart, I cannot thank our team enough for all that they have given to bring us back together. We 
know that our St Mary MacKillop community does everything better when we are together. It is 
abundantly clear that …….. Together We Grow!

I wish everyone, staff, students, families and community a safe and relaxing winter break. We look 
forward to coming back together on Tuesday 19th July to commence Term 3. Enjoy the holidays.

Together We Grow

Scott
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Religious Education News

Sacramental Program – First Holy Communion
 

Congratulations to the following children who received their First  
Holy Communion on the weekends of the 18th/19th June and 25th/26th
June:

Alexander B, Amelia B, Emmie B, Samuel B, Christopher B, Chase B, Lila B, Valentino C, Matilda C, 
Olivia D, Martina D, Joshua D, Lilliana, F, Sophie F, Ruby G, Ava H, Joel H, Madison H, Mila H, Jacob 
J, Riley K, Molly Mc, Grayson M, Thomas M, Aoife M, Ashton N, Lucas N, Spencer P, Ava P, Sophie P, 
Anneliese R, Finn R, Alexis S, Olivia S, Eli S, Bailey S, Emily S, Isaac S, Braiden S, Cooper T, Jack V, 
Capri W, Hunter W and Joshua X.

 
The reception of this Sacrament is another step in their initiation into the Catholic Church. A 
big thank you to Mr Rodney Howard and the Sacramental Team at St Nicholas of Myra Penrith, 
for preparing the children so well.

Term 2 Social Justice Activities
Last week we held our Term 2 Social Justice activities, which included
a donation drive, mufti day and sausage sizzle fundraiser, to support the St Vincent de Paul 
Winter Appeal, Penrith Community Kitchen and Mary MacKillop Today.
 
The support of these activities from, you, our wonderful community was incredible – you saw a 
need and worked together to help make this winter better for a lot of needy people………… 
thank you for your amazing generosity!
 
Overall the donations amounted to:
 

30 bags full of blankets, beanies, scarves and gloves for the St Vincent de 
Paul Winter Appeal

100 bags of grocery items for Penrith Community 
Kitchen. This food will go towards making many 
meals to feed the needy and homeless this winter.

 

The profits raised from the BBQ are still being calculated and will be shared with St Vincent de 
Paul and Mary MacKillop Today.



Religious Education News

Mrs Gillard

Religious Education Coordinator

 

 

Mary MacKillop Today is a charity that carries on the good 
works of St Mary Mackillop by helping those in need. 
Guided by the Gospel, they stand with the poor and the 
marginalised so they can realise their potential and 
participate fully in the community. Through access to 
education and learning of practical life skills, they seek to 
transform lives.

A big thank you to the RE TEAM and School Captains who helped out at the BBQ and collected 
and delivered the donations.

Regular Attendance And Absences 

Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is essential for 
progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take them to the office for a late 
note. If your child is going to be away from school for more than two days please contact the 
school office. A note is required explaining all absences. It is necessary to notify the Principal 
by letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g. holidays, transfers, sickness. If 
a child is absent for one day please send a note to the child’s teacher on the child's return or 
submit an absent note through the Compass Parent Portal. 

There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking the school rolls. 
These guidelines require parents who are taking their children on holidays, during the school 
year, to complete a request of ‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form. These forms are to 
be completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on leave for more than 5 days 
a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the application. The school principal can only 
approve up to 50 school days leave. Longer periods require the approval of the Director of 
Schools and the Catholic Education Commission.



 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

We had a very successful Book Fair this term as we celebrated our 
Grandparents liturgy at St Mary Mackillop. Thank you to everyone who 
supported this fundraiser, purchases totalled almost $9000.00. The 
commission from this will allow us to purchase new resources as we work 
towards refurbishing the library as a contemporary learning space.
We have been able to introduce library borrowing within classrooms for 
Kindergarten,Year 1 and Year 2. The Year 6 library team have worked 
independently to enable students to take home different books each week 
to share with their families. We will continue next term to include borrowing 
for Years 3, 4, 5 & 6. Thank you to students and families for their patience 
and understanding as we have worked through this process and the library 
team builds confidence to navigate the procedure.

The Premiers Reading Challenge is well under way, students can 
continue to read and record the books they have read on their reading log. 
The Challenge will close on August 19. 
All students in Kindergarten have been registered and are experiencing a 
range of books with their classroom teachers. Certificates will be 
presented to students who have completed the Challenge towards the end 
of Term 4.

Have a relaxing break, keep reading and enjoying books.
Mrs Eisenhuth
Teacher Librarian.



 
 

 

YEAR 4 EXCURSION 
In Year 4 this term, we have been learning about ‘Smooth Moves’ in 
Science and Technology. Yesterday we went on an excursion to The 
Powerhouse Museum in Sydney where students were given the chance to 
learn first-hand from the Science show and various exhibitions. The 
highlight of our day was exploring the experimentation room and 
experiencing the zero gravity room on the space shuttle.

We would like to thank the parent volunteers who came along and helped 
make our excursion a success.

Mrs Jarrett, Mrs Milgate and Mrs Eisenhuth
Year 4 Teachers



 

 

Year 5 boys played hard and drew their 5th game and had a win on their 
6th. 

   Sports News
Congratulations to the stage 3 students who participated in the Soccer 
Gala Days held over the last 2 weeks. All of the children represented St 
Mary MacKillop Primary school with pride and displayed excellent 
sportsmanship.

The Stage 3 girls drew or won every game and came 2nd overall in their 
age group. Well done girls and a big thank you to Supercoach Ant!

Year 6 boys won 6 out of 6 games and were the winners in their age group



 

 

   SMMP Maths Escape Room

Kindergarten to Year 6 joined in the fun this week to 
participate in the Maths Escape Room.

  Principal O-Mean-One was
  determined to keep all the students
  locked away in 

The LAnD of ETerNAl HomEWorK!

With the help of Principal O-Mean-One’s 
daughter, the students were successful 
in escaping his terrible clutches.



Term 3

Date Time Event Location

Monday 18 July Staff Development Day - No school 
for students

Tuesday 19 July Term 3 commences for students

Friday 22 July 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Friday 29 July 8:45am Year 5 Excursion Sydney Zoo

Friday 29 July 9:15am Year 6 Mass School hall

Friday 29 July 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Thursday 4 August 9:15am Year 4 Mass School hall

Friday 5 August 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Monday 8th August TBC Feast of St Mary MacKillop Mass TBC

Friday 12 August 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Monday 15 August 9:15am Whole school mass - Feast of the 
Assumption

School hall

Friday 19 August 2:20pm Whole school assembly School hall

Tuesday 23 August Zone Athletics Carnival Blair Oval, St 
Marys

Thursday 25 August 9:15am Year 3 Liturgy of the Word School hall






