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News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:
A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and talents
through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.
Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,
We would love to hear your thoughts about how our school is going as we come out of COVID
conditions. We have missed your feedback to let us know what we are doing well and where we
can aim to improve. If you are able to help us set future plans and directions then please go to
https://tellthemfromme.com/survey/splash/smmk and complete the anonymous online survey.
Our Term Two P and F meeting was held recently. It was our first formal meeting in quite a long
time and it was really great to connect back in with the ‘parent voice’ of our school. One of the
critical items of business that was presented at the meeting was the nomination of proposed P and
F functions for the second half of the year. The following events and activities are now being
planned for our school:
Term 3 Mufti Day and Term 4 Mufti Day
Term 3 Primary Disco and Term 4 Infants Disco
Term 4 Colour Run
Possible ‘small version’ fete (late Term 3 - Early Term 4)
I have also asked the P and F for consultation about a preferred direction for our school canteen
and hall. At present it is quite useful having unrestricted access to the canteen facilities for school
functions however the school needs advice on whether this is the best option going forward, if we
should move to tender for a new canteen operator or if we should investigate the option of a Before
and After School facility that uses the school hall and the attached canteen. I will be keen to hear
our communities thoughts at our Term 3 meeting on the 24th August.

News from Scott - Continued
Changes to dismissal procedures
The staff of the school are currently reviewing our afternoon dismissal procedures. We
have identified some concerns around managing our ‘duty of care’ responsibilities and
ensuring the safety of all of our children. In particular we are making changes to
‘walkers’ in the afternoon so that it better aligns with our Parent Handbook and Staff
Handbook guidelines and corrects some of the ‘bad habits’ that we have slipped into
during COVID times. Next term you may notice some changes to our expectations and
I thank you in advance for supporting our school and staff in implementing these
processes.
Half Yearly Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews
On Friday 17th June, our student Half Yearly Reports will become available on
Compass. The format for these reports will follow the templates that were used last
year. We know from experience that there may some technical issues that arise with
this new reporting tool. Please contact the school office to let us know and we will find a
solution for you as quickly as we can.
A reminder that we have moved away from grading Learning Achievement with an A - E
scale and that we now use the descriptors:
Working deeply, Working beyond,
Working with assistance.

Working at,

Working towards,

Our feedback from parents was that these descriptors are more useful in
communicating to parents ‘where their child’s learning is at’.
The most important element of this process, in my opinion, is the conversation about
your child’s learning that takes place during the Parent / Teacher Interview. Our online
booking system is open for you to reserve a face to face meeting or a zoom meeting
with your child’s teacher. Most of these interviews will take place next week. Please
contact our school office if you are having any issues with booking an interview time
and the helpful team will work with you to resolve the problem.

Mr Scott Buchan
Principal

Religious Education News
Sacramental Program – First Holy Communion
We continue to pray for the following 44 children who will receive the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion on either the weekend of
18th/19th June or 25th/26th June:
Alexander B, Amelia B, Emmie B, Samuel B, Christopher B, Chase B, Lila B, Valentino C, Matilda C,
Olivia D, Martina D, Joshua D, Lilliana, F, Sophie F, Ruby G, Ava H, Joel H, Madison H, Mila H,
Jacob J, Riley K, Molly Mc, Grayson M, Thomas M, Aoife M, Ashton N, Lucas N, Spencer P, Ava P,
Sophie P, Anneliese R, Finn R, Alexis S, Olivia S, Eli S, Bailey S, Emily S, Isaac S, Braiden S, Cooper
T, Jack V, Capri W, Hunter W and Joshua X.

Term 2 Social Justice Activities (Week 9, Monday 20th – Friday 24th June)
·
·

Donation Drive for St Vincent de Paul and Penrith Community Kitchen
Mufti day and sausage sandwich lunch to raise money for St Vincent de Paul and Mary
MacKillop Today

As followers of Jesus, we are all called to love and care for others – it is Jesus’ great
commandment:
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour
as yourself.’ Matthew 22:36-39
Mary MacKillop, our role model and patron Saint, served God faithfully throughout her lifetime
and reminds us that we should “Never see a need without doing something about it.”
One way that we can follow Jesus’ commandment and Mary MacKillop’s example is through
our upcoming Social Justice activities, which will be based around supporting the St Vincent
de Paul Winter Appeal, Penrith Community Kitchen and Mary Mackillop Today. With winter
upon us these charities need our support.
During Week 9 (Monday 20th to Friday 24th June) our school community will be collecting
much needed resources for St Vincent de Paul and Penrith Community Kitchen.
Our local St Vincent de Paul Society offers assistance to many individuals and families in the
local area by providing warm clothing, food and any other items they may need over the
coming winter months.
Penrith Community Kitchen, is a community project that is staffed by volunteers and has been
operating for over 20 years. It is open five days a week and provides approximately 900
meals each week.

Religious Education News
All families are invited to donate items from the lists below:
St Vincent de Paul needs donations of:
· beanies
· gloves
· scarves
· blankets
Penrith Community Kitchen needs donations of:
●
Tinned food
Peas, beans, corn, soups, tomatoes, baked beans, spaghetti, tuna, salmon, Fruit –
apples, pineapple, peaches etc
●
Sauces and Condiments
pasta sauces, curry powder, gravy, salt / pepper, jam
●
Long life
Milk, custard, juice
●
Treats
Biscuits, muesli/snack bars, snack size bags of chips
●
Miscellaneous items
paper towel and serviettes

PLEASE NO PASTA AND RICE - Penrith Community Kitchen has plenty of
these items at this time.
To culminate our donation drive, on Friday the 24th June we will be having a mufti day
and sausage sandwich lunch with a drink. This fundraiser will cost $6 and all money
raised will go to the St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal and Mary MacKillop Today so that
both these wonderful charities can continue their important work to help alleviate poverty,
hunger and injustice.
To order and pay please use the QKR app. There will be gluten free and vegetarian
options available.
Orders will close on Friday 17th June.

Thank you in advance for your help in reaching out and supporting those in need in our
local community.
Mrs Gillard
Religious Education Coordinator

Sport News
On the 14th June we had our Primary school Athletics carnival. It was such a fantastic day
seeing students participating in a range of events from 100m, 200mn, 800m, long jump and
novelties. Students pushed themselves out of their comfort zone and run their hearts out,
while also jumping as high as possible. Each student should be incredibly proud of the
sportsmanship they showed and the effort they put in to each event.
Well done to the houses who cheered their hearts out and showed excellent school spirit. A
big big thank you to all our amazing parent helpers. We could not have run a carnival
without you and the time that you gave. We thank you very much for all you did in helping
make the carnival run so smoothly.
Keep posted for the official results from the day and the students who will represent St
Mackillop at the next level.
Miss Wotherspoon
Sport Co Ordinator

Regular Attendance And Absences
Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is essential
for progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take them to the office
for a late note. If your child is going to be away from school for more than two days
please contact the school office. A note is required explaining all absences. It is
necessary to notify the Principal by letter if a child has to miss school for any length
of time e.g. holidays, transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send
a note to the child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through
the Compass Parent Portal.
There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking the school
rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their children on holidays,
during the school year, to complete a request of ‘Exemption from School
Attendance’ form. These forms are to be completed prior to your holiday. If you are
taking your child on leave for more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is
required with the application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school
days leave. Longer periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and the
Catholic Education Commission.

Friday, 17th June

2:20pm - Whole School Assembly - School Hall

Monday, 20th June

Parent / Teacher Interviews Commence

Wednesday, 22nd June

Stage 3 Girls Soccer Gala Day

Friday, 24th June

Social Justice Fundraiser - Mufti Day and
Sausage Sizzle

Friday, 24th June

2:20pm - Whole School Assembly - School Hall

Monday, 27th June

9am-10am - Second Hand Uniform Shop Open

Wednesday, 29th June

Year 4 Powerhouse Museum Excursion

Wednesday, 29th June

Stage 3 Boys Soccer Gala Day

Thursday, 30th June

9:15am - Year 6 Mass - School Hall

Friday, 1st July

Kindergarten 100th Day Celebrations

Friday, 1st July

2:20pm - Whole School Assembly - School Hall

Friday, 1st July

Last Day of Term 2

TERM 3
Monday, 18th July

Staff Development Day - No School today for
Students

Tuesday, 19th July

Term 3 Commences for Students

