News from Scott

Our school constantly strives to be:

A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their
unique gifts and talents through a supportive partnership of school, parents
and parish.
Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,
Come and join us for Catholic Schools Week
We received great news on Monday with further relaxation of Covid Health
restrictions for primary schools. These new guidelines have arrived perfectly
to allow us to come together again during Catholic Schools Week.
For families who are enrolling children for Kindergarten 2023 and new
families wishing to join our great community, we have a School Tour session
on Monday 7th at 9:30am, as well as an Information Evening and Tour on
Tuesday evening at 7pm.
For our existing families, we are now able to invite you to join us for Open
Classrooms on Wednesday 9th from 3:30pm – 4:30pm (a chance to see your
child’s classroom for 2022 and meet their teacher). This is followed by a ‘P
and F’ Welcome BBQ from 4:30pm until 6:30pm (a chance to re connect with
other families in the school). We are also holding our Opening School
Liturgy and Year 6 Leadership Ceremony on Thursday at 9:15am and we are
inviting families to attend our Friday afternoon school assemblies again.
These are at 2:20pm on Friday afternoons and are a chance to celebrate all
of the great things that have happened in our school during the week.
We would love for you to come to any or all these events during Catholic
Schools Week. We have missed you and would love to see you back
enjoying the partnership that makes this such a great school community
Thank you once again for your ongoing support.

Dates For Your Diary
Monday, 7th March
Catholic School's Week
Monday, 7th March
9:30am
School Open Day
Tuesday, 8th March
7:00pm
Kindergarten 2023 Parent
Information Session
Wednesday, 9th March
3:30pm-4:30pm
Open Classrooms
4:30pm-6:30pm
P & F Welcome BBQ
Thursday, 10th March
9:15am
Opening School Liturgy
& Year 6 Leadership
Ceremony
Thursday, 17th March
Whole School Photos
Thursday, 24th March
Cross Country
Thursday, 24th March
5pm & 7pm
Sacramental Program
@ St Nicholas of Myra
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News from Scott - Continued
Thank you for helping to keep our kids safe
I wanted to make sure I thank our parents and carers for the support we received on Wednesday
afternoon in safely dismissing our kids. With the benefit of fore warning, we knew that a safe and
dry dismissal across the road would not be possible. The school executive team came up with a
solution that we had never tried before and as always, our families worked with us in magnificent
fashion to collect all of our children in a safe, ‘mostly dry’ and efficient way. We hope that it also
relieved some of the pressure from our families who were facing challenges in protecting property
and managing collection of children across multiple schools. We certainly feel that your adaptability
and support reduced the stress upon the children during the heavy rain.
Crossing Supervision
You would be aware that we still do not have a regular ‘Crossing Guard’ at our school pedestrian
crossing. I have been in regular contact over the start of the year with our Transport for NSW
Coordinator. In the meantime Laurel (who is familiar to us as a previous supervisor), has kindly
agreed to cover the school crossing Tuesdays (AM only) and Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
(both AM & PM).
A successful candidate stemming from the role advertised last year is currently going through
checks. We are very close to a start date for our new crossing guard.
I will provide an update when more information becomes available from Transport for NSW.
Together We Grow
Mr Scott Buchan - Principal

SCHOOL FEES
Instalment 1 School Fees have now been sent to your home address. If you have not received your
School Fees statement, please contact the office. Instalment 1 School Fees are due Wednesday,
16th March 2022. If you are having difficulties in paying your school fees by the requested date,
please do not hesitate in contacting Mrs Monique Kearins, Senior Finance Officer on 4724 3200.
School Office hours are 8:15am – 3:30pm. All payments and enquiries can be made during that
time. We advise that we are unable to process EFTPOS payments after 3:30pm
Payments may be made by EFTPOS, Bpoint, BPay, Post BillPay or by Credit Card. Details are located
on the bottom of the statement. When paying by BPay please use the current statement.
Mrs Monique Kearins
Finance Secretary
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Religious Education News
Ash Wednesday
2nd March 2022
This week the season of Lent began with Ash Wednesday. This season offers us all a chance to grow in our
relationship with God through:
Prayer (for others, the world and ourselves)
Fasting (giving up or taking up something)
Almsgiving (sharing what we have with others)
Ash Wednesday also marks the beginning of the annual Caritas Australia Project Compassion Appeal.
Donations to Project Compassion allows Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for International Aid and
Development, to work with local communities around the world to end poverty, promote justice and uphold
dignity.
The theme of Project Compassion 2022 is ‘For All Future Generations’ and reminds us that the good that we
do today will extend and impact the lives of generations to come. It invites us to make the world a better
place by working together now and finding long-term solutions to global issues.
During Lent we are encouraged to put our compassion into action through donation to Project Compassion.
As St Mary MacKillop is now a cashless school we will be collecting all donations for the 2022 Caritas Project
Compassion through the QKR (pronounced ‘Quicker’) app. Therefore, no coins will be accepted through the
school as donations.

We ask parents to download our QKR (Quicker) app to your phone. The app is easy to install and use. If you
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate in contacting the office. We will be collecting
donations for Project Compassion through QKR up to the 15th April 2022.
First Week of Lent (Week beginning Sunday 6th March)
Anatercia from Mozambique
We begin our annual Lenten Project Compassion journey by learning about Anatercia, a 12-year-old girl
living in a small village in southern Mozambique. She began to take on more and more adult responsibilities
as her mother has chronic health issues. She did most of the household chores and had to travel up to five
hours every day to collect clean water. Water scarcity also meant that harvests were poor and there was
never enough to eat.
With your support, Caritas Australia’s local partner, Caritas Regional Chokwe, was able to help Anatercia’s
family to irrigate their farm to improve their food security. They also improved water access for households
in the village, delivered sustainable farming training, and provided Anatercia with essential school supplies.
Anatercia’s health, education and quality of life have improved, along with the outlook of her whole
community for all future generations. Watch a short film about Anatercia’s story here.
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Religious Education News Continued
Second Week of Lent (Week beginning Sunday 13th March)
Biru from India
This week through Project Compassion we learn about Biru who lives in a rural
village in India’s east. He lost mobility in one of his legs, after contracting polio as a child. Biru
worked as a shepherd, looking after other people’s cattle, to support his wife and four daughters.
Keeping up with the cattle was a challenge.
Biru taught himself how to repair bicycles by watching other people, but he never dreamed of using
those skills to start his own business. With your generous support, Biru was able to access an
entrepreneurship and livelihoods training program, run by Caritas Australia’s partner, Caritas India.
He gained the support and skills he needed to start his own bicycle repair business. Now, Biru earns
enough money to support his family. Watch a short film about Biru’s story here.
Opening School Liturgy of the Word and Year 6 Leadership Induction
9:15am Thursday 10th March
We recently had to postpone our Opening School Liturgy and Year 6 Leadership Induction
Ceremony due to the rain. We have now secured a new date which is 9:15am Thursday 10th March.
At our Liturgy we will gather as a school community to pray for God’s blessing on the school year
and welcome Kindergarten and the new students across the grades to St Mary MacKillop Primary
School. We will also induct our Year 6 students into their leadership roles for 2022.
We look forward to celebrating our Catholic faith with you.
Catholic Schools Week: 6th-12th March
Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual event and involves the communities of all 591 Catholic
primary and secondary schools across NSW and the ACT. First and foremost, Catholic Schools Week
is about celebration. The main aim of CSW is to raise awareness and celebrate the strength and
distinctiveness of Catholic schools across the State. CSW provides an opportunity for Catholic
schools to showcase what is done every day in our schools and invite the community in to
experience teaching and learning at its best.
Catholic Schools Week is about strengthening relationships between all those that have a stake in
our schools – students, staff, families, priests, parishioners, and members of the wider community.
Please check the Dates For Your Diary for the Catholic Schools Week activities at St Mary MacKillop.
Mrs Gillard
Religious Education Coordinator
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Project Compassion 2022
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