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St Mary MacKillop Primary School

   News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:

A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and 
talents through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.

Dear parents and friends,

The end of each year is a time of celebration as we attend lots of dinners, parties and 
concerts before move into school holidays and Christmas celebrations. At the moment we are 
in the Church Season of Advent - a time of getting ready. We are getting ready to finish our 
learning in our 2022 classes, ready to meet our teachers and classmates for 2023 and for our 
staff, getting ready to close the duties and responsibilities we have carried this year and plan 
for the commencement of our new roles and responsibilities for 2023.

In the busyness of the celebrating and the getting ready, let’s not forget what really matters - 
the people. We are blessed to be a community of wonderful human beings who are truly gifts 
to one another. Amongst the rush of this time of year, please hold onto the most important 
message of Jesus and Love One Another. Thank you for being the gift that you are to me.

Parents and Friends Association

We recently held our Term 4 P and F meeting in our school hall. Thank you to all who were 
able to attend. Your voice and advice is greatly appreciated by the school and your help to me 
in making the decision about Before and After School Care is a great example of this.

At the end of each year we hold our P and F Annual General Meeting where our existing 
executive members ‘stand down’ from their positions and a new executive is elected. It is 
important that we acknowledge and thank our 2022 P and F executive as they have done 
amazing things for our community this year. In particular, I thank them for their passion and 
dedication to ensure that our community got ‘back to as close to normal as possible’ after the 
disrupted last two years. To Paul Bortolazzo (President), Fiona Bryant (Vice President), Kylie 
Beazley (Treasurer), Michelle Darwen (Secretary) and Catherine Watson (Events 
Coordinator), I send our heartfelt gratitude for what you have done for our community this 
year.

In 2023 we welcome and congratulate a new P and F executive team. The team is, Michelle 
Darwen (President), Catherine Watson (Vice President), Kylie Beazley (Treasurer), Claire 
Vella (Secretary), Kirrily Murphy and Samantha Snow (Major Events), Soya Lee (Minor 
Events) and Sonya Peters (PRC). Thank you to our new team and I look forward to working 
with you in the new year.



Staffing News

In our next edition of the KIT, we will publish our full staffing layout for 2023. This will 
precede the Class Promotion afternoon on Thursday 15th December. We have 
recruited some fantastic new members for our team in 2023 and the community should 
get a chance to meet them at this time.

On a ‘bittersweet’ note, Mrs Paine has let me know that she will be leaving us at the 
end of 2022. After twelve  years of being a member of our staff, she has made the 
difficult decision to join another Catholic school community. Having held a broad variety 
of roles in her time with us, she has touched the lives of many of our students. Mrs 
Paine will be very missed by our community but we wish her well on the next chapter of 
her career.

Miss Gibbons will also be exploring new and different opportunities in education next 
year. She has worked in Year 5 this year as well as supporting small groups in Year 3 
and Year 2. We hope that 2023 proves to be a fruitful one for Miss Gibbons and thank 
her for all she has given to our community.

Facilities Update

We are continuing our work on refurbishing the Year 3 and 4 bathrooms through the 
back half of this term. The opportunity to undertake this work was too good to refuse 
and would mean significant improvement of facilities for our children and cost savings 
for our community. Therefore we will endure a little more disruption to our school in 
Term 4 but will commence 2023 with two excellent bathroom blocks for our kids.

If you have not been able to see our new bathrooms, they are much brighter, safer and 
open than the facilities we had before. Importantly, they also now pass the annual Child 
Protection Facilities Audit because we can clearly see if someone is in the children’s 
bathrooms that shouldn’t be.They also remove the risk of the bathrooms being 
opportunities for bullying or other inappropriate behaviour as they can be easily 
supervised. Finally, they are much lighter and less gloomy than the old design and the 
UV light helps with controlling bacteria that causes unpleasant smells. 

Together We Grow

Scott

 

 

   News from Scott - Continued



Religious Education News

 

 

2022 Peace on Earth Advent and Christmas Celebration: 6:30pm Thursday 1st December
Tonight we gather at the St Dominic’s College Hall to celebrate our Peace on Earth Advent and 
Christmas Concert led by Mr Michael Mangan. Michael is an accomplished singer/songwriter 
and we use many of his songs at our school masses and liturgies. 
 
 All children will need to meet their class teacher on the basketball courts, outside the hall,  by 
6:05pm SHARP.  There will be class signs to advise of each meeting spot and class teachers
 will mark the roll.  It is anticipated that the concert will conclude by approximately 8pm.
 
If there are any questions about clothing please contact your class teacher.
 
We would appreciate that all noise during the concert be kept to a minimum, out of respect for 
each grade performing and other audience members.
 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to celebrating the Christmas Season 
with you!

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers – Social Justice Activity
As a Catholic community based on following the example of Jesus and St Mary MacKillop, a 
simple but powerful way to care for others in our local community is to reach out to those in 
need, so please don’t forget to support the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal in any 
way that you can.
 
Below is a list of items that are needed for each hamper. Please donate what you can to make 
Christmas a special time for all in our community. We ask that all hamper donations are well 
within their use by / best before date and returned to school by Monday 5th December.

·  tin of leg ham
·  Christmas cake
·  Christmas pudding
·  long life vanilla custard, cream, milk, Kraft Cheddar Cheese
·  tins of: fruit salad, vegetables (carrots, peas, corn), tuna, salmon
·  packets of chips
·  salsa dip
·  bottles of soft drink, fruit juice, cordial
·  packets of mixed nuts
·  jelly crystals
·  salad dressing and gravy mix
·  packets of biscuits: sweet or savoury



Religious Education News - Continued
·  reusable shopping bags
·  coffee, tea, Hot chocolate, Milo, sugar
·  packets of rice and pasta
·  instant mash potato
·  Christmas bon-bons, plates, napkins
·  packet of lollies
·  shortbread

Let’s work together to help other families celebrate Christmas, make wishes 
come true and restore hope.

The Season of Advent (Second Sunday of Advent – 4th December)
Advent is the first season in the church calendar. Beginning four
Sundays before Christmas, its purpose is twofold: first, it prepares
us for the celebration of the birth of Christ and second, it reminds
us that we are eagerly waiting for Jesus' return in glory.
"Prepare the way of the Lord," serves as a main theme of this season. After a busy year and
as we get ready for Christmas, we should not neglect to prepare our lives and hearts for Jesus, 
who came as "the light of the world."

This week, we pause to remember who God is and what He has done for us. When our lives 
are hurried, we only have the chance to focus on our to-do lists. Making space in our 
schedules for prayer and reflection helps us to see God at work in our lives and in our world.

Dear Jesus,
you are the hope in our messy world. This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice, and 
focus on what’s really important. We place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to 
celebrate your birth on Christmas.
Amen.

Year 6 Graduation Mass and Award Ceremony – 9:15am Thursday 8th December
As the Year 6 students prepare to leave St Mary MacKillop, it is time to celebrate the 
culmination of the last 7 years of primary school education for our 2022 graduating students. 
The Year Six Graduation Mass and Award Ceremony will be held at 9:15am on Thursday 8th 
December in our school hall.  All in our community are warmly invited to attend this special 
ceremony.

Mrs Leesa Gillard
Religious Education Coordinator



Sport News
On Wednesday the 24th November 2022 students from K - 2 participated in a range 
of different activities. These activities ranged from dancing, an obstacle course, 
parachute, basketball, throwing and catching games and running races.  All students 
had excellent sportsmanship throughout the day and were all smiling throughout.  
Students got to cool down at the end of the day with a zooper dooper.  Well done to 
all students who had fun and had a go at all the different activities we had. A special 
mention too to all the parents who helped throughout the day, a day does not run 
without your support so thank you very much for all you did. 



School Fees

All School Fees are now overdue.  Any outstanding fees should now be paid or under 
an arrangement.

School Office hours are 8:30am – 3:30pm.  All payments and enquiries can be made 
during this time. Payments through the office can be paid by EFTPOS.

The School will close receipting for the year on Tuesday, 13th December 2022.  
Payments made after this date will have to be paid by BPay, Bpoint & Post BillPay 
please use the current statement.  Details are located on the bottom of the statement.  
Receipting via the office will reopen at the start of Term 1 2023.

Leaving Students

A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal before the 
removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. The notice can be given any 
time during term for the next term. Where appropriate notice has been received a 
pro-rata credit can be calculated based on a pro-rata 40 week year. One exception is 
that notice in writing will be accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the 
following years’ enrolment i.e. the notice period of 10 school weeks will be 
waived in this circumstance. If you know your child will be leaving at the end of 
the year, please advise the school as soon as possible.

Regular Attendance And Absences 
Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is 
essential for progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take 
them to the office for a late note. If your child is going to be away from 
school for more than two days please contact the school office. A note is 
required explaining all absences. It is necessary to notify the Principal by 
letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g. holidays, 
transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send a note to 
the child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through 
the Compass Parent Portal. 

There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking 
the school rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their 
children on holidays, during the school year, to complete a request of 
‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form. These forms are to be 
completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on leave for 
more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the 
application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school days 
leave. Longer periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and 
the Catholic Education Commission.

 

 



Date Time Event Location

Thursday 1 December Michael Mangan Christmas 
Celebration

St Dominic’s 
College

Thursday 8 December 9:15am Year 6 Graduation Mass and 
Ceremony

School Hall

Thursday 15 December 2pm-3pm Class Promotions 2023

Thursday 15 December 5pm-7pm Year 6 Farewell Disco School Hall

Friday 16 December Last Day of Term 4 for 
Students

Friday 16 December 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

19 & 20 December Staff Development Days - No 
School for Students

2023 School Year

Tuesday 31 January Years 1-6 Commence Term 1 
2023

Wednesday 1 February Kindergarten Commence Term 
1 2023

Thursday 2 February 5:30pm-7:30pm Twilight Swimming Carnival Glenbrook Pools

Friday 3 February 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall


















