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News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:
A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and talents through a
supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.
Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,
It is almost here…… We are all looking forward to Sunday 6th November (fingers crossed for dry weather) when
we will come together for a mini-fete at the school. Our wonderful P and F team have been able to draw in a
fabulous group of volunteers to work so very generously in organising a brilliant celebration of our community
and a great day of fun. I really hope that you and your family are able to join in the festivities. The children are
very excited to have access to the rides on the day and just having the chance to come together in fun. I hope to
see you between 10am and 3pm on Sunday.
This term’s P and F meeting will be held at 7pm on Thursday 17th November. As always, you are very welcome
to join us and offer your thoughts and advice as well as listen and learn about what is happening in our school
community. I have arranged for a representative from Ambrose Before and After School Care to attend the first
part of the meeting to help advance our conversation from last term around this topic. They will be available to
answer our questions, offer their advice and help with any plans we want to make. Please come along and join
the conversation.
Facilities
The upgrade of the Year 5 and 6 toilet block, which I mentioned in our last newsletter, has unfortunately hit a
delay. It is now scheduled to be completed by 11th November. Thank you to everyone for your patience to
improve the facilities for our children.
Staffing News
This week I announced to our staff that Mrs Jacqui Van Der Burg has made the difficult decision to resign her
position of Assistant Principal for our school. Mrs Van Der Burg has been on leave for most of this year but was a
wonderful support to myself and the community during some of the most difficult periods of the COVID pandemic
lockdowns and restrictions.
Mrs Michelle O’Leary has been Acting Assistant Principal during this year and I am able to announce that she
has been appointed to the role of Permanent Assistant Principal for our school. Mrs O’Leary has made a
fantastic start with us and has been a valuable asset for our Year 3 team as well as leading our school diversity
team. Congratulations Michelle and welcome to our team as a permanent member.
On a sadder note, Mrs Aliberti has let me know that she will be leaving us at the end of 2022. After almost ten
years of being a member of our staff, she has made the difficult decision to join another Catholic school
community. Having held a broad variety of roles in her time with us, she has touched the lives of many of our
students. Mrs Aliberti will be very missed by our community but we wish her well on the next chapter of her
career.
In Giving We Receive,
Scott Buchan

Religious Education News
Tuesday 1st November
The Feast of All Saints is the day on which we celebrate all the
saints, those known and unknown, who have died faithful to
God and now share his life in heaven.
While we have information about many saints, and we honour them on specific days of
the Church calendar, there are many unknown or unsung saints, who may have been
forgotten, or never been specifically honoured. On All Saints Day, we celebrate these
saints of the Lord, and ask for their prayers and intercessions. The Feast of All Saints
ensures that all saints, known and unknown, are properly honoured because they have
shown us how to live a life devoted to God.

Wednesday 2nd November
All Souls’ Day is a solemn feast commemorating all of those
who have died and are now in heaven with God. Churches have special liturgies and
may invite the congregation to write the names of deceased friends or family members in
a special book that would be placed on the altar at each mass during November.
Remembrance Day: Friday 11th November
Remembrance Day (also known as Poppy Day or Armistice Day) is a solemn day
observed since the end of World War I (1914 – 1918) to honour members of the armed
forces who have died in the line of duty. Remembrance Day is observed on 11th
November to recall the end of hostilities of World War I on that date in 1918. Hostilities
formally ended "at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month." Each year we
observe a one minute silence at 11 am on the 11th November, in memory of those who
died or suffered in all wars and armed conflicts.
The red remembrance poppy has become a familiar emblem of Remembrance Day due
to the poem "In Flanders Fields". These poppies bloomed across some of the worst
battlefields of Flanders in World War I, their brilliant red colour an appropriate symbol for
the blood spilled in the war.
We will gather as a school community for a short service at 10:45am on Friday 11th
November to honour Remembrance Day.

Religious Education News - Continued
2022 Peace On Earth Advent/Christmas Concert: Thursday 1st December
This year our annual whole school Christmas celebration will be a
Peace on Earth Advent / Christmas Concert led by Mr Michael
Mangan. Michael is an accomplished singer/songwriter and we use
many of his songs at our school masses and liturgies.
Shortly, all the children will begin learning their assigned songs and
actions, as our celebration will involve song, music, movement and
lots of fun as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
The Peace on Earth Advent/Christmas Concert will be held on Thursday 1st December
at St Dominic’s College. More details will follow shortly.
Mrs Leesa Gillard
Religious Education Coordinator

The Maths Olympiad Challenge has finished for 2022. Congratulations to the following team in
Stage 3
Nathanael L
Vaasu N
Lachlan G
Joel D
Amelia E
Janice K

Nicholas B
Joshua D
Mia G
Alannah Y
Luke F

Michael O
Luke G
Matthew B
Levi R
Joshua H

Lucas G
Liviana J
Lucas G

Congratulations to the following team in Stage 2
Katie G
Isabelle F
Thomas M
Amelia B
Beau P
Nicholas M
Riley K
Olivia D
Patrick T
Jazz P
Lila B
Peter B
Matteo J
Isaac F
Joel H
Vivienne L
Ethan M
Gabriella P
Jonah S
Callum F
Christopher B
Lucy L
Molly M
Well done to;
Michael O - Received highest score in the Stage 3 team
Michael O & Matthew B - Both received scores within the top 10% of all students
competing in the Junior Olympiad competition across Australia.
Luke G, Nathanael L & Vaasu N - Score within the top 25% of all students competing in
the Junior Olympiad competition across Australia.
It was great to see the students' determination and perseverance during the competition and
we look forward to seeing their mathematical thinking skills continue to grow.
Amanda Joseph

Year 3 Excursion to Auburn Botanic Gardens
In Geography this term, Year 3 has been exploring the ways in which places are similar and
different. On Thursday 27th October, we travelled to Auburn Botanic Gardens for an excursion
to build on our learning for this topic. Year 3 was led by Rangers Grace and Ella who guided us
through Native Australian Gardens and Native Japanese Gardens.
Through these guided walks we had the opportunity to see and compare the native fauna and
flora of each of these countries as well as learning more about the culture of these places. Year
3 had a great day together and loved getting to experience the different environments!
Here are some of the comments from Year 3 children about what they enjoyed on the day:
Archie: I like seeing the peacock showing off his feathers! We also saw a red bellied black
snake!
Olivia S: We got to see different types of plants from different countries.
Charlotte R: I really enjoyed looking at all the animals and seeing the difference between the
Japanese and Australian gardens.
Ruben: I liked seeing the peacock as it showed me how he opened his feathers. I also liked
stepping over the rocks in the water!
Toren: I really liked the peacock because he was showing off and he looked a bit funny! The
wallabies were interesting too.

ICAS Assessments 2022
This year, some of our students in Years 2 - 6 participated in ICAS Assessments for English,
Maths and Science. These assessments test student academic achievement in those key
learning areas.
Congratulations to the following students for your outstanding efforts.
Science:
Credit - Mitchell B (Yr 2) Declan C (Yr 2)
Participation - Spencer (Yr 2), Olive S (Yr 2), Callum F(Yr 3), Eli H(Yr 5), Joshua H (Yr 6),
Liviana J (Yr 6) Michael O (Yr 6), Amalia S (Yr 6)
Mathematics:
Distinction - Michael O (Yr 6), Vaasu N (Yr 5), Christopher B (Yr 4)
Credit - Mitchell B (Yr 2), Matteo J (Yr 3)
Merit - Katie G (Yr 3), Joshua H (Yr 6)
Participation - Declan C (Yr 2), Spencer M (Yr 2), Olive S (Yr 2), Callum F (Yr 3), Eli H (Yr 5)
Liviana J (Yr 6), Lucas G (Yr 6)
English:
High Distinction - Katie G (Yr 3)
Distinction - Liviana J (Yr 6)
Credit - Michael O (Yr 6)
Merit - Matteo J (Yr 3)
Participation: Olive S (Yr 2), Callum F (Yr 3), Jack J (Yr 4), Eli H (Yr 5) Amalia S (Yr 6), Lucas
G (Yr 6)

P & F News

VOLUNTEERS - We would love each family to donate at least an hour of their time
volunteering on Fete Day. You can volunteer using the following link:
https://signup/go/YxALhwZ

P & F News - Continued
OUR AMAZING SPONSORS - We have been extremely fortunate in welcoming our top sponsors to the St Mary
MacKillop community:
Platinum – Rego-Man
Gold – Outback Steakhouse
Gold – Bella Dental Penrith
Silver – West Air Conditioning
Silver – East Blaxland Butchery

RAFFLE TICKETS – Raffle tickets will need to be back in the office by no later than Friday. Raffle tickets will also be
sold on Fete Day!
We have some great prizes up for grabs:
1st
Apple iPad (64GB, Wi-Fi)
2nd
$300 RedBalloon Experience Voucher, kindly donated by Empower Early Learning Group
3rd
GAP Studios, Bella Vista Photography Voucher
th
4
Air Locker Penrith - 30 day Training Certificate
5th
Taronga Zoo Family Pass
6th
Scenic World Blue Mountains Family Pass
7th
Penrith Whitewater Rafting Gift Certificate for One Guided Session
th
8
Raging Waters Sydney - 2 x Single Day Admissions Passes
9th
Signed AFL Greater Western Sydney Giants (GWS) Ball
10th
Esteem Hair, Beauty, Spa Gift Certificate
RIDE BAND PRE-PURCHASE – We will have some amazing rides at this year’s fete. Ride passes are available for
purchase until Friday:
https://www.trybooking.com/CDCRX or use the QR code below.
We have some awesome rides on offer: The Storm Ride, The Giant Slide, Swinging Pirate Ship, The Cup and Saucer
Ride, Mini Putt Putt Golf and Soccer Shoot Out!
Pre-purchase tickets are available for $30.00, amazing value! Ride bands on the day will cost $35. Available until
November 4, 2022.

Looking forward to an amazing fete! Please get in contact if you have any questions.
E: smmppandf@gmail.com
St Mary MacKillop P&F

Leaving Students
A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal
before the removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. The
notice can be given any time during term for the next term. Where
appropriate notice has been received a pro-rata credit can be calculated
based on a pro-rata 40 week year. One exception is that notice in writing
will be accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the following years’
enrolment i.e. the notice period of 10 school weeks will be waived in this
circumstance. If you know your child will be leaving at the end of the year,
please advise the school as soon as possible.

Regular Attendance And Absences
Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is
essential for progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take
them to the office for a late note. If your child is going to be away from
school for more than two days please contact the school office. A note is
required explaining all absences. It is necessary to notify the Principal by
letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g. holidays,
transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send a note to
the child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through
the Compass Parent Portal.
There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking
the school rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their
children on holidays, during the school year, to complete a request of
‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form. These forms are to be
completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on leave for
more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the
application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school days
leave. Longer periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and
the Catholic Education Commission.

Date

Time

Thursday 3 November &
Friday 4 November

Event

Location

Year 6 Canberra Excursion

Canberra

Friday 4 November

9am
10am

Kindergarten 2023 Playgroup
Session 3

School Hall

Sunday 6 November

10am-3pm

P & F Mini Fete

School Playground

9th November & 10th
November

Year 5 Yarramundi Camp

Yarramundi

Wednesday 9
November

4G C.A.R.E.S Excursion

St Marys

Thursday, 10 November

4M C.A.R.E.S Excursion

St Marys

Thursday 10 November

9:15am

Year 2 Liturgy

School Hall

Friday 11 November

9am
10am

Kindergarten 2023 Playgroup
Session 4

School Hall

Friday 11 November

2:20pm

Whole School Assembly

School Hall

Monday 14 November

Staff Development Day - No
School for Students

Wednesday 16
November

Stage 2 Basketball Gala Day

TBA

Kindergarten Liturgy

School Hall

Thursday 17 November

Thursday 17 November

9:15am

Year 6 Cake Stall

Date

Time

Event

Location

Thursday 17 November

7pm-9pm

P & F AGM

School Hall

Friday 18 November

9am-10:45am

Kindergarten 2023 Orientation

School Hall

Friday 18 November

9am-9:45am

Second Hand Uniform Shop
Open

School Grounds

Friday 18 November

2:20pm

Whole School Assembly

School Hall

Wednesday 23
November

Stage 3 Touch Gala Day

Kingsway

Wednesday 23
November

Infants Tabloid Carnival

Playground

Thursday 24 November

9:15am

Year 5 Leadership Liturgy

School Hall

Friday 25 November

2:20pm

Whole School Assembly

School Hall

Michael Mangan Christmas
Celebration

St Dominic’s
College

Thursday 1 December

Thursday 8 December

9:15am

Year 6 Graduation Mass and
Ceremony

School Hall

Thursday 15 December

5pm-7pm

Year 6 Farewell Disco

School Hall

Friday 16 December

Friday 16 December
19 & 20 December

Last Day of Term 4 for
Students
2:20pm

Whole School Assembly
Staff Development Days - No
School for Students

School Hall

