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St Mary MacKillop Primary School

   News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:

A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and 
talents through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,

Staffing News

As the year draws to a close and we finalise staffing for 2023 there will be some changes of 
grade for a number of our teachers next year.

Thank you for your patience as we organise our staffing for next year’s class groups. In 
planning for the new school year, please find below a list of staff and grades for 2023 as they 
currently stand. There are still some positions that will be appointed in the coming weeks:

2022 Staffing

Diversity Teachers (Learning Support):

Mrs Michelle O’Leary,  Mrs Niamh MacDonald,  Mrs Leesa Gillard,  Mrs Dianne Touzell,

Mrs Michelina Bizzanelli,  Mrs Maryanne Churchill and Mrs Dianne Doohan

Kindergarten Mrs Nicole Darby (KG)           Miss Stephanie Nielsen (KM)

Year 1 Miss Cassie Wotherspoon (1G) Mrs Erin Ward (1M)

Year 2 Mrs Amanda Joseph (2G)   Miss Lauren Izzard (2M)

Year 3 Miss Victoria Vella (3G) Mr Darren McErlain (3M)

Year 4 Mrs Michelle Jarrett (4G) Mr Grant Martin (4M)

Year 5 Mrs Rebekah Smith(5G) Mrs Jessica Tredinnick (5M)

Year 6 Miss Clair Pirotta (6G)  Mrs Kay Moore (6M)



 

 

   News from Scott - Continued
School Counsellor: Mrs Jeanne Appleton

RFF Teachers:

Mrs Margo Woodhead, Ms Brittany Carey, Mrs Allison Gudaitis (Physical Education) Mrs 
Dianne Touzell and Mr Michael Brown (Creative Arts) 

Coordinator Release: Mrs Margo Woodhead

Teacher Librarian: Mrs Maree Eisenhuth

Teacher Assistants:

Mrs Judy Inskip, Mrs Simone Breia, Mrs Kristy Daines, Mrs Marina Napoli and Mrs Jo 
Groger

Administration Office

Mrs Monique Kearins and Mrs Nicole Brock  

IT Trainee:To be appointed 

Maintenance: Mr Colin Meredith

School Leadership Team:

Principal: Mr Scott Buchan

Assistant Principal: Mrs Michelle O’Leary

Religious Education Co–ordinator: Mrs Leesa Gillard

Co-ordinators: Mrs Amanda Joseph, Mrs Jessica Tredinnick and Mrs Nicole Darby

Wishing you all a happy and safe Christmas. God Bless and enjoy the time together as 
family. We look forward to seeing you all in 2023.

Together We Grow
Mr Scott Buchan
Principal



Religious Education News

 

 

Michael Mangan -  Peace on Earth Advent and Christmas Celebration.
Thank you to everyone who attended our Peace on Earth Advent and
Christmas Concert on Thursday 1st December.  I am sure that you would 
agree that the children shone brightly and that Michael was amazing.
It was lovely to be able to celebrate the Christmas Season together and on 
such a grand scale!
 A big thank you to all the class teachers for preparing the children so well!

                           St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers – Thank you!
On Tuesday 13th December, the Year 6 RE Team, on behalf of the St Mary MacKillop 
community presented Mr Joe Tabone, a representative from the St Vincent de Paul Society, 
with 102 bags of grocery items. 
 
Mr Tabone expressed his sincere thanks to all the children and their families and was 
overwhelmed with our generosity, in these challenging times. These items will be used to 
make Christmas Hampers for the needy within our community. I would also like to extend 
my appreciation for the outpouring of support to this important appeal. We have certainly 
helped to make this Christmas Season special for many local people in need.

Farewell Liturgy for Mrs Paine, Mrs Aliberti and Mr Harris 
9:15am Friday 16th December
On Friday 16th December we will gather as a school community to formally farewell Mrs 
Paine, Mrs Aliberti and Mr Harris who are moving on to new adventures in 2023. We will 
celebrate the contributions they have made to St Mary MacKillop Primary School and for the 
love that they have shown us all. Most importantly……we will thank them for enriching our 
lives.
 
All in our community are warmly invited to attend.
 
I know you will join with me in wishing Mrs Paine, Mrs Aliberti and Mr Harris all the very 
best in their new positions. We will miss them dearly but know that their new school 
communities are blessed to have them.



Religious Education News - Continued

Merry Christmas 

As we approach the Christmas Season I would like to wish  everyone a happy, holy and safe 

Christmas. I hope that as you gather with family and friends in the coming weeks that the joy 

of the birth of Jesus fills your heart with love, peace and hope.

I offer the following prayer and reflection:

Loving God,

During the holy Season of Christmas, we ask for your blessing on all families.

Let Mary’s openness to your wondrous ways be an inspiration to place all trust in you.

Let Joseph's courage provide hope during times of anxiety and uncertainty.

Let Jesus’ life ignite all families with a spirit of light and love.

May the grace that encircled the Holy Family widen to embrace all families.

For this we pray.

Amen

                                                                                                                                  Share Catholic 



Religious Education News - Continued

Mrs Leesa Gillard
Religious Education Coordinator

2023 Sacramental Program
The St Nicholas of Myra Parish has changed their Sacramental Program for next year (2023). 
The new order of sacraments will be:

Term 1 - Confirmation
Term 2 - Holy Communion
Term 3 - Reconciliation

If there are any concerns or questions please contact Rodney Howard (Sacramental 
Coordinator at St Nicholas of Myra Parish)
 
Please see the flyer below for information about Confirmation in 2023.                                                                                             



We are now at the busy end of the year, it has been great to see so many students successfully 
complete the Premier’s reading Challenge. Congratulations to all students on this 
achievement. We would like to acknowledge the following students who will receive a gold 
certificate for completing the challenge in four consecutive years:
Elsie C,  Katie G, Callie G, Mila H. Congratulations to Joshua H, Grace B & Effy B for 
receiving a platinum certificate for a seventh successful year of completion.
Unfortunately the Summer Reading Challenge will not be running this year, however we 
encourage everyone to keep reading and to register for the 2023 Premier’s reading Challenge 
in March. 
Our classroom library borrowing will continue in 2023, however there will be a new look for the 
library when we return to school in the new year. We are looking forward to an exciting 
transformation for the library space moving forward.

We wish all families a very Happy Christmas and a safe, relaxing break. 

Mrs Eisenhuth
Teacher Librarian
_____________________________________________________________________
As I prepare to say goodbye to the St Mary Mackillop community I just wanted to say a few 
words. Thank you to everyone in the community for your endless support, especially in my early 
years as a beginning teacher. I have loved absolutely every interaction I’ve had with you all 
over the last 10 years. I have loved interacting with the community through attending Welcome 
BBQs, liturgies, athletics carnivals, discos, excursions and whole school events such as fetes, 
musicals and graduations. Thank you for letting me into your lives and putting faith in me take 
care of your children. I have loved working with numerous siblings and watching the babies of 
the family come through St Mary Mackillop.  The students of St Mary Mackillop are just beautiful 
and I will miss them all. St Mary Mackillop South Penrith will always hold a very special place in 
my heart. I wish everyone all the best in their future endeavours. Thank you again from the 
bottom of my heart! Take care. 
Mrs Deb Aliberti 

 

 

Library News



Leaving Students

A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal before the 
removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. The notice can be given any 
time during term for the next term. Where appropriate notice has been received a 
pro-rata credit can be calculated based on a pro-rata 40 week year. One exception is 
that notice in writing will be accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the 
following years’ enrolment i.e. the notice period of 10 school weeks will be 
waived in this circumstance. If you know your child will be leaving at the end of 
the year, please advise the school as soon as possible.

Regular Attendance And Absences 
Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is 
essential for progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take 
them to the office for a late note. If your child is going to be away from 
school for more than two days please contact the school office. A note is 
required explaining all absences. It is necessary to notify the Principal by 
letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g. holidays, 
transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send a note to 
the child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through 
the Compass Parent Portal. 

There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking 
the school rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their 
children on holidays, during the school year, to complete a request of 
‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form. These forms are to be 
completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on leave for 
more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the 
application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school days 
leave. Longer periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and 
the Catholic Education Commission.

 

 



Date Time Event Location

Thursday 15 December 5pm-7pm Year 6 Farewell Disco School Hall

Friday 16 December Last Day of Term 4 for 
Students

Friday 16 December 9:15am Staff Farewell Liturgy School Hall

Friday 16 December 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

19 & 20 December Staff Development Days - No 
School for Students

Term 1 2023

Tuesday 31 January Years 1-6 Commence Term 1 
2023

Wednesday 1 February Kindergarten Commence Term 
1 2023

Thursday 2 February 6:30pm-8:30pm Twilight Swimming Carnival Glenbrook Pools

Friday 3 February 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall
















