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St Mary MacKillop Primary School

   News from Scott
Our school constantly strives to be:

A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and talents 
through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.

Dear parents and friends,

This week I have had the absolute pleasure of spending time in many of our classrooms whilst 
science has been the subject of learning.

Year 6 were able to take me on a journey through the way that an electrical circuit works. They also 
let me join them in investigating how ‘Wind Turbines’ are used to transfer energy from the 
environment into electricity for our power grid. I was so impressed with the challenge of learning they 
were engaged in around renewable energies.

In Year 4 I worked alongside the kids as they researched and recorded the features of a number of 
‘biomes’ in Australia and also in Asia. If that wasn’t enough, they then compared and contrasted the 
features of these biomes across the two continents. By comparing, contrasting and recording their 
research, they demonstrated a ‘higher order’ of thinking than just researching the content alone.

To top it all off, our Year 2 students invited my to taste their “Year Two Green Garden Slice”. As part of 
their science learning about where food comes from, the children had collected lots of produce grown 
at school and then used a recipe to create the slice. They told me that the eggs they used came from 
the three chickens that they have adopted from kindergarten (who hatched eggs earlier in the year). 
The kale, parsley and silverbeet came from the vegetable gardens behind the Year 2 classrooms. A 
few ingredients did have to be purchased at the shops. They also told me that all of the organic food 
scraps were either fed back to the chickens or put into their worm farm to make compost. What a 
great way to learn about biology and ecology!!!

It has been a long time since I sat in a classroom as a primary school student but I don’t remember 
learning about science being anything like what the kids at our school are experiencing. I wonder how 
it compares to your memories of school?

Together We Grow

Scott

 



Talent Quest 2022

 

Changes to School Uniform
Commencing Monday, 12th September until the end of Term 3, students are welcome to choose 
to wear either full summer or full winter uniform.

The forecasted weather for the coming weeks is quite variable so you are welcome to change to 
full summer or full winter uniform depending on the weather each day.

From the start of Term 4, Monday 10th October, all students must be wearing full summer 
uniform.

Please see below our uniform policies as per our Parent Handbook:

Girls' Summer Uniform

● Green check dress with St. Clementine green on collar, tab and sleeve cuffs
● White ankle length socks
● Black shoes

Boys Summer Uniform

● Grey school shorts
● Pale lemon short sleeve shirt - open neck
● Grey ankle length socks
● Black shoes - NOT BOOTS OR JOGGERS

We have had an amazing start to our 2022 St Mary MacKillop Talent Quest. We have had 
dancing, singing, jokes being told, bottle flipping, card tricks, musical instruments being played 
and so much more. We are currently finalising the grade performances this week, with our stage 
performances being held on Thursday 15th September (Week 9). On Monday 12th September all 
stage finalists will bring home an invitation, inviting them to perform at the stage finals. 

Our final performance will be held on Thursday 22nd September (Week 10) in our school hall 
between 2-3pm.  All finalists will be presented with an invitation on Friday 16th September (Week 
9), inviting them to perform in our final showcase. 

We would love to invite our parents and carers to come along and join us in watching the 
awesome talent we have here at Mary MacKillop.

Thank you to all the teachers and parents for supporting our 2022 Talent Quest. We are looking 
forward to sharing some creative and exciting performances with you in Week 10.   

 Mrs Michelle Jarrett



 

 

Religious Education News
The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Thursday September 8th

The Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary has been celebrated in 
the Church since about the 8th Century. This is one of only three
birthdays celebrated in the Church Calendar — the Birth of Jesus
(December 25), the Birth of John the Baptist (June 24) and the
Birthday of Mary, the mother of Jesus (September 8th)

The birth of Mary was miraculous. She was conceived without sin as a special grace because 
God had selected her to become the mother of His Son. There is nothing contained in Scripture 
about the birth of Mary or her parentage, though Joseph's lineage is given in the first chapter 
of the Gospel of Matthew. The names of Mary's parents, Joachim and Anne, appear in the 
apocryphal "Gospel of James," a book dating from the 2nd Century AD, not part of the 
authentic canon of Scripture. According to this account, Joachim and Anne were also beyond 
the years of child-bearing, but prayed and fasted that God would grant their desire for a child.

In celebrating the nativity of Mary, Christians anticipate the Incarnation and birth of her 
Divine Son, and give honour to the mother of Our Lord and Saviour.

 

 
 

As many of our students are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, it is an 
opportune time to reflect on our understanding of this sacrament.

The sacrament of Confirmation builds on the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion 
and completes the process of initiation into the Catholic community. It establishes young 
adults as full members of the faith. This sacrament is called Confirmation because the faith 
given in Baptism is now confirmed and made strong. During Baptism, parents and godparents 
make promises to believe in God and the Church on a child’s behalf. At Confirmation, the 
candidates renew those same promises, this time speaking for themself.

During Confirmation, the focus is on the Holy Spirit, who confirmed the apostles at Pentecost 
and gave them courage to practice their faith. Catholics believe that the same Holy Spirit 
confirms during the Sacrament of Confirmation and gives them the same gifts. The seven gifts 
of the Holy Spirit are: wisdom, understanding, right judgment, courage, knowledge, reverence 
and awe.



 

 

Religious Education News - Continued

Student News

A bishop (or his representative) celebrates the Sacrament of Confirmation, because each 
bishop is a successor to the Apostles, upon whom the Holy Spirit descended at 
Pentecost—the first Confirmation. The bishop wears red vestments to symbolize the red 
tongues of fire seen hovering over the heads of the apostles at Pentecost.

Confirmation is administered by the laying on of hands, which signifies the descent of the 
Holy Spirit, and the anointing of the confirmation candidate with chrism (an aromatic oil 
that has been consecrated by a bishop). At the time of anointing the bishop will say "Be 
sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit" This seal is a consecration, representing the 
safekeeping by the Holy Spirit of the graces bestowed on the Christian at Baptism.
 
All baptized persons can and should be confirmed. The effect of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation is to give strength in faith and for the practice of faith.
 
Mrs Gillard

Religious Education Coordinator

Amalia from Year 6 has turned her love of baking into an opportunity to fundraise for Penrith 
Community Kitchen.

She created a poster and shared this on social media where she then took orders for 165 
cupcakes!

Amalia said she was inspired by the fundraising that happens at school and thought she 
could do something individually to help.

She put a huge amount of time and effort into this fundraiser and raised an amazing $500 
for Penrith Community Kitchen to support those less fortunate.

Well done Amalia!



Book Parade 2022
On Friday the 26th August, St Mary Mackillop celebrated the end of Book 
Week 2022 with a special Book Character parade.We spent the morning 
parading and showcasing our wonderful costumes. Everyone put in amazing 
thought and effort to come dressed as their favourite book character. It was a 
great experience to share our love of great literature. 

Mrs Jessica Tredinnick



P & F News
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
Many thanks go out to our St Mary MacKillop community! 
To the Parents who helped us wrap gifts for our Father's Day Stall, to those who helped us at our 
Father's Day BBQ and those who helped at the Father's Day Stall. We couldn't have done it without you!
 
COLOUR EXPLOSION! 
Our Colour Explosion will take place next Friday. We are asking for your children to wear white shirts. 
Please return any sponsorship monies on the day.
Donations can be made online at:
https://www.trybooking.com/CBXLR
 
FANTASTIC NEWS - We are underway in preparations for our School Fete. SUNDAY NOVEMBER 
6, 2022...
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
We are in need of people power to help coordinate the St Mary MacKillop Fete 2022! A volunteer 
spreadsheet will be available from next week. We are hoping to ask every family to donate an hour of 
their time to helping out on Fete day.
We need hands on deck, so any help that can be offered would be amazing!
 
SPONSORSHIP
We have been extremely fortunate in welcoming our top sponsors to the St Mary MacKillop community:
Platinum – REGO-MAN
Gold – Outback Steakhouse
Gold – Bella Dental Penrith
Silver – West Air
 
Sponsorship packages still available:
Silver - $750 each, have your name and branding on these awesome stalls. Choose from the Chocolate 
Wheel, Cake Stall, Kidzone, Trash & Treasure, Basket Stall or Garden Stall.
Bronze - $250 each, your chance to sponsor the fete as well as promote your business for all to see.
Trades Board - $150 each, be featured on our Trades board at the fete! Let St Mary MacKillop help 
promote your small business!
Plenty of opportunities for your business to support St. Mary MacKillop and for the families of the St 
Mary MacKillop community to support your business.
Email smmppandf@gmail.com to receive your Sponsorship proposal.
 
STALL AVAILABLE – We have a few stalls available for the day. Please get in contact if you have 
something to sell or showcase to our school community.
 
RAFFLE DONATION – We are in desperate need of some great prizes for raffle prizes, if you have a 
business or work for a business that may have something to donate as a raffle prize, we'd love to hear 
from you!
 
RIDES, RIDES AND MORE RIDES – We will have some amazing rides at this year’s fete. Ride passes 
will be available for purchase in Week 10. 
 
Looking forward to an amazing fete!
 
The P&F Committee



 

 Please see below timetable of events for our Colour Explosion:

Session Time Class

One 9:10am – 9:55am 6G, 6M, 5G & 5M

Two 10:00am – 10:45am 4G, 4M, 3G & 3M

LUNCH 10:45am – 11:30am  

Three 11:35am – 12:20pm 2G, 2M, 1G & 1M

Four 12:30pm – 1:15pm KG, KM, 6G & 6M

P & F News - Continued 



Leaving Students
A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal before the 
removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. The notice can be given any 
time during term for the next term. Where appropriate notice has been received a 
pro-rata credit can be calculated based on a pro-rata 40 week year. One exception is 
that notice in writing will be accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the 
following years’ enrolment i.e. the notice period of 10 school weeks will be waived in 
this circumstance. If you know your child will be leaving at the end of the year, please 
advise the school as soon as possible.

Regular Attendance And Absences 

Please send your child on time each day. Regular attendance at school is essential for 
progress. If your child is unavoidably late, a parent must take them to the office for a 
late note. If your child is going to be away from school for more than two days please 
contact the school office. A note is required explaining all absences. It is necessary to 
notify the Principal by letter if a child has to miss school for any length of time e.g. 
holidays, transfers, sickness. If a child is absent for one day please send a note to the 
child’s teacher on the child's return or submit an absent note through the Compass 
Parent Portal. 

There are new Government guidelines for schools to follow when marking the school 
rolls. These guidelines require parents who are taking their children on holidays, during 
the school year, to complete a request of ‘Exemption from School Attendance’ form. 
These forms are to be completed prior to your holiday. If you are taking your child on 
leave for more than 5 days a copy of your travel itinerary is required with the 
application. The school principal can only approve up to 50 school days leave. Longer 
periods require the approval of the Director of Schools and the Catholic Education 
Commission.

 

 



Date Time Event Location

Friday 9 September Staff Development Day - NO 
SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

TODAY

Wednesday 14 
September

9:00am Year 1 Excursion to The Rocks The Rocks

Friday 16 September P & F Colour Explosion School grounds

Friday 16 September 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School hall

Friday 23 September 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School hall

Friday 23 September Stage 3 Touch Gala Day TBA

Friday 23 September Last Day of Term 3

Monday 10 October Term 4 Commences - Students 
return to School

Friday 14 October 9am-9:45am 2nd Hand Uniform Shop Open

Friday 14 October 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School hall

Thursday 20 October 5pm
7pm

Confirmation Mass St Nicholas of Myra

Friday 21 October 9am
10am

Kindergarten 2023 Playgroup 
Session 1

School hall

Friday 21 October 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School hall




