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St Mary MacKillop Primary School

   News from Scott
Dear Parents and Carers

Our school constantly strives to be:
A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts 
and talents through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.

We would love to hear from you.

In the coming weeks we will be inviting students in Years 4-6 and parents to provide feedback 
on their experience of our school using an online survey. The surveys are an important part of 
our whole school evaluation and planning process.

We would like to invite you to complete the Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Partners in Learning 
survey. As we value the role of parents and carers within our school community we would 
greatly appreciate your feedback. The information you provide will be used to maintain our 
commitment to working together in partnership to further improve student learning and 
wellbeing at St Mary MacKillop, Penrith South.

The survey is anonymous and will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. You are able to 
access the parent survey on your computer or mobile device by using the URL below:

www.tellthemfromme.com/n2yd3

Help with our new Sports Uniform

It is time for us to review our school sports uniform and explore some possible innovations 
and changes. The current uniform for sport at our school has not been discussed during my 
time at our school and in my opinion is due for an upgrade. 

If you are able to spare half an hour following our Grandparents Day celebrations on Thursday 
6 June, we will meet up in the hall at approximately 10:45am. We will have some samples for 
discussion but all ideas are welcome. I look forward to meeting with you.

Together We Grow
Scott



 

School Photos - Tuesday!!
School Code: SM4417

School photos will be taken on Tuesday 28th May 2024. Please ensure that your child is 
wearing full school winter uniform including ties -no sports uniform is to be worn Tuesday.

In preparing for this event and to ensure we are all consistent in what we expect of students at 
St Mary MacKillop.  I have included below the sections from our parent handbook regarding 
uniform, located on our school website:
https://www.mackilloppenrith.catholic.edu.au/Enrol/Handbook under the heading ‘Enrol”.

Package details are available to be viewed when ordering online by visiting 
www.donwoodphotography.com.au 

To purchase school photographs please follow the steps below: 
Family photographs

 

 

ONLINE 1. Order online, using a PC or laptop, through the Don Wood 
Photography website www.donwoodphotography.com.au using 
your unique 6 DIGIT school code 

There is a cut-off time for family online orders
Family/Sibling photo orders ONLY must be done BEFORE; 

11:59pm MONDAY 27TH MAY 2024.

“This is for Family/Sibling photos only”. 
All individual packages can be ordered at any time.

*If you have missed this cut off, please call DWP office on 9542 5370 to 
make a credit card payment on day of photos, we can not accept 
payment after this day unless the sibling photo has been taken.



 

 

 

Religious Education News
Sacramental Program – Holy Communion
The word ‘communion’ means to be united with and Catholics believe that in 
Holy Communion we are united in a special way with Jesus Christ.
 
In this sacrament, we remember what Jesus did for us in his life, death and resurrection. We 
remember particularly the Last Supper, that final meal Jesus shared with his disciples. At that meal, 
Jesus gave us the Eucharist so that we could remember him in a special way. When we receive 
Communion, we believe that we receive the person of Jesus into our very beings. We become one 
with him, and we become one with each other. As a community, we become 'the body of Christ'.
 
We currently have 38 children in our school involved in the Sacramental Program.  I invite all in our 
community to pray for the following children who are preparing to receive their First Eucharist 
(second Sacrament of Initiation)on the weekends of the 1st/2nd June and 8th/9th June:

Thomas B, Holly B, Jack B, Isadora B, Alexandra B, Declan C, Chelsea D, Poppie E, Macks E, Winston E, 
Michael F, Jerome F, Ella-Rose Gomm, Sophie G, Haven H, Giddy H, Olivia J, Roman L, Connor M, Aubrey 
M, Chloe M, Ethan Mc, Giselle M, Melanie M, Khloe M, Ella O, Jensen O, Mackenzie P, Charlize P, Khloe R, 
Everleigh R, Alara S, Lucia S, Layla S, Olive S, Zach S and Charlie V.

May – the Month of the Mary
During May, the Month of Mary, the Catholic Church celebrates the following feasts in her honour:

·  Monday 20th May - Mary, Mother of the Church
Initiated by Pope Francis since 2018, on Monday following Pentecost Sunday, Mary is celebrated 
under the title of Mother of the Church. This feast emphasises that Mary is both the Mother of Christ 
and the Mother of the Church.

·  Friday 24th May - Mary Help of Christians, Patron Saint of Australia

Mary Help of Christians was adopted as patron of the infant Church of Australia 
in 1844 at a significant time in our history. British settlement was just over fifty 
years old, the transportation of convicts was coming to an end, and the first 
elections in Australian history had been held in 1843. Issues of land, immigration 
and education had begun to surface and the Church was involved in these social 
problems. No priests were sent to the colony in its early days and Mass was not allowed, except 
for one brief year, until 1820. It was largely the Rosary in those early days that kept the faith 
alive. Catholic Australia remained faithful to Mary and was the first nation to choose her under 
the title Help of Christians, as principal Patroness.

·  Friday 31st May – The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary commemorates Mary’s visit to her
cousin, Elizabeth, while she was pregnant with Jesus. During this visit, 
Elizabeth shares that she is pregnant with a child, the future John the Baptist.

Devotion to Mary in the month of May is an important part of the Catholic identity. As our mother 
she is an example of a committed ‘Yes’ to the will of God.  During the month of May, we are 
invited to give Mary a special place in our prayers.

 

 

 



 

Mrs Gillard

Religious Education Coordinator

 

 

Religious Education News
 FIA Team at LIFTED Jnr – Tuesday 14th May
On Tuesday 14th May, the Year 5 and 6 Faith In Action Team, Miss Neilsen and Mrs Gillard attended 
the CSDP Lifted Jnr event at West HQ with many other primary schools from our diocese. The day 
was facilitated by Catholic Youth Parramatta (CYP) and the students learnt about the Fruits of the of 
the Holy Spirit, followed by different workshops about leadership. They experienced this faith 
building experience through song, prayer and discussion. It was a great day seeing so many students 
witnessing and  sharing their faith!

Year 6 Formation Day – Friday 17th May
On Friday, 17th May St Mary MacKillop's Year 6 students came together with 2 other schools, St 
Joseph’s Kingswood and Our Lady of the Rosary, St Mary’s for a Year 6 Formation and Outreach Day 
at Mt Schoenstatt, Mulgoa.  The day started in the presence of God with a Eucharist celebration led 
by Fr Andrew Fornal. The formation day, was a day that challenged our students to explore Pope 
Francis' call to accompany. We were blessed to have faith filled people share their stories with our 
students including Eleanor from Catholic Youth Parramatta, Keiran who is an ex-student from Xavier 
College who shared his story as a group leader on World Youth Day and our outreach partner, Jesuit 
Refugee Service (JRS) who organised Magdalene to speak about her experience as a refugee. We are 
excited to see our Year 6 students model discipleship and the importance of listening and dialogue 
as they take their learning back to their school communities to raise awareness about the challenges 
faced by refugees and organise food drives to support the important work of JRS.

Grandparents Liturgy and Book Fair: Thursday 6th June
Please join us for our Grandparents Liturgy on Thursday 6th June as we honour St Joachim and St 
Anne the grandparents of Jesus; and give thanks for the gift of our grandparents.   
This Liturgy will be prepared and led by Kindergarten and we will pray for all grandparents and ask 
God to keep them in his loving care.
The Book Fair will also be open on this day.
More specific details to follow shortly.



 

 

Faith In Action Team News 
Laudato Si Week:
Laudato Si Week is a celebration held annually in May to mark the anniversary 
of Pope Francis’ encyclical on caring for creation. This global celebration unites 
Catholics to listen and respond together. Laudato Si means “Care for our 
common home”. Pope Francis is calling people to understand the effects that
we have on our common home. 

This week the FIAT students have led the school in some different activities at Lunch times about creation 
to celebrate the anniversary. 

The students were able to participate in Laudato Si Hopscotch, making Nature Mandalas, creating Bird 
Feeders, and writing prayers for the prayer tree. 

Together we grow to make a difference in our world and care for all creation. 



 

 

Year 1 News
 

On Thursday 16th May Year 1 participated in leading their first liturgy of the year. The liturgy focus 
was Prayer. Students had the opportunity to share with their families what they have been 
learning in the classroom about prayer. Each reader spoke beautifully, all the symbols carries 
completed their job respectfully and all the action students did this job well. It was a very 
successful first liturgy for Year 1.

Thank you,
Ms Wotherspoon & Mrs Ward



 

 

Office News
A reminder that the Bus Bay out the front of the school is only for 
Buses/Before and After School Care Buses to pick up and drop off 
students.  No cars should be stopping to drop or pick up their students 
during Bus Zone operating hours.  We also ask Parents not to walk 
their children through the Bus Zone areas as the Bus drivers may 
have trouble seeing you.  Please see picture below.

Penalties for parking in a Bus Zone is from $352 + 2 DEMERIT 
POINTS as well as parking in the Bus Zone during operating hours.

We do have a School Drop Off & Pick Up Zone available further up 
the road on the same side of the school. 

Safety tips for drivers using a Drop-off and Pick-up zones 
• Always drop off or pick up your child from the designated zone and 
follow the school’s procedures. 
• Drivers should remain in their vehicles at all times in the Drop-off and 
Pick-up zone.
 • Make sure children use the Safety Door (the rear footpath side door) to 
get in and out of the car. 
• Make sure the handbrake is applied when the vehicle is stationary. 
• Always park legally. 
• Avoid dangerous manoeuvres such as U-turns and three-point turns. 

Please see next page with a list of fines from the Penrith City Council



 

 



 

 

Information about the Nationally Consistent 
Collection of Data on Students with Disability (NCCD)



 

 

Office News
 

School Fees

Instalment 2 School Fees have now been sent to your home address and 
are due by Wednesday, 5th June 2024. If you are under an arrangement, 
please disregard this notice. 

The statement will come with options on how and when to pay your fees.  
If you are having difficulties in paying your school fees by the requested 
date please do not hesitate in contacting Mrs Monique Kearins, Senior 
Finance Officer on 4724 3200.

School Office hours are 8:15am – 3:30pm.  All payments and enquiries 
can be made during that time. We advise that we are unable to process 
EFTPOS payments after 3:30pm

 Payments may be made by EFTPOS, Bpoint, BPay, Post BillPay or by 
Credit Card. Details are located on the bottom of the statement. When 
paying by BPay please use the current statement.

School Website Under Construction

Our School website Calendar dates are under construction at the 
moment.  Please use our Compass app for up to date calendar dates and 
information.

Lost Property

We are finding that a large amount of lost property is not labelled with 
your child’s name.  Therefore we cannot return it to your child.

Please label all items of clothing including ties or alternatively write child’s 
name in permanent marker on all items of clothing.

We also ask parents if they find an item of clothing come home that is not 
your child’s if you could kindly return to the office so we can get the 
item back to the child.

 



 

 

COLLECTING CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL
If parents wish their children to be collected from school early, please 
send a note to the teacher. If there is a doctor’s/dentist appointment 
or some other very important reason why your child needs to leave 
the school at lunch (10:45 am - 11:30 am)  or break time (1:30pm- 
2:00 pm), we would ask you to take your child either before or after 
lunch or break, not during the break, as bags are kept inside the 
classrooms and classrooms are locked during break times.

**From our parent handbook**  Read our Parent Handbook here: 

https://www.mackilloppenrith.catholic.edu.au/Enrol/Handbook

COLLECTING CHILDREN AFTER SCHOOL
Children are dismissed at 3:00pm and supervision is provided only 
until 3:30pm.

A classroom teacher will escort students to ‘walkers’ and supervise 
students crossing the street, riding bikes and going to cars as part of 
afternoon dismissal.

After school, staff will supervise children waiting for school buses or 
on ‘waiters.’ (Waiters are to be collected after 3:10pm) up on our 
playground.

If, due to extraordinary circumstances, eg: when a parent is detained, 
please notify the school and your child will be informed that you are 
delayed. Parents are reminded that all care will be given to the 
children but there is no formal supervision after 3:30pm when the last 
bus leaves the school.

 



 

 

Sporting News
 

As we begin this busy time of year with Gala Days taking off, I just wanted to 
take the time to send a reminder that the purpose of Gala Days is for fun, 
enjoyment and overall, fairness and sportsmanship. Here at St Mary 
MacKillop we pride ourselves on a culture of these mentioned qualities. If 
your child is attending or hoping to attend a Gala Day over the next few 
terms, I would ask that you take some time to speak with your child about 
the below code of conduct. This code of conduct is to ensure that all 
children, parents and staff attending Gala Days have an enjoyable day. 
Thank you for your support on this matter. If for any reason, during a Gala 
Day, this code of conduct is not upheld by anyone attending, please speak 
to the nominated teacher attending for our school. 

Thank you to all the parents who have offered to coach or manage a team 
for a Gala Day so far. It is greatly appreciated and without your willingness to 
support the kids on the day, we would not be able to send teams to enjoy 
these events. 



 

 

Sporting News
 

The 2024 Athletics Carnival is on Thursday 13th June (Week 7). We are still in 
desperate need of some parent helpers. If you are able to help out on the 
day, please fill out the Google form below or alternatively, please email the 
school and let them you are available assist.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdySH7_sCF-MsAMFx4pwLBqr5k
7mYPeNSNtlKegr8AYQzryFA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Any student wanting to compete in the 800m and is turning 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12 
this year, please fill out the Google form below:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5G-gCmiYfsB9sbkXCE8gMRd
S8zzemKwkziRIELmPFnOTqBA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Entries for 800m will close on Friday 1st June. No entries will be accepted 
after this date. 

Please find the following sporting dates for Term 2. 



TERM 2 2024 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 23 May 6:15pm Primary (Years 3-6) Disco School Hall

Friday 24 May 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

Tuesday 28 May Whole School Photos

Wednesday 29 May Girls Stage 3 Soccer Gala Day Jamison Park

Thursday 30 May 7:00pm Reconciliation for students making 
First Holy Communion

St Nicholas of Myra

Friday 31 May 2:20pm
6:00pm

Whole School Assembly
First Holy Communion Ceremony

School Hall
St Nicholas of Myra

Tuesday 4 June Boys Stage 3 Soccer Gala Day Jamison Park

Wednesday 5 June NSWCCC Cross Country

Thursday 6 June 9:15am Grandparents Liturgy, Morning Tea 
and Open Classrooms

Annual Book Fair

School Hall

Friday 7 June Staff Development Day
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Monday 10 June King’s Birthday Public Holiday
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS



TERM 2 2024 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 13 June Year 2-6 Primary Athletics Carnival Harold Corr Oval

Friday 14 June 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

Thursday 20 June 9:15am Year 6 Mass School Hall

Friday 21 June 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

Wednesday 26 June 8:30am Stage 2 Boys and Girls Soccer Jamison Park

Thursday 27 June 9:15am Year 4 Mass School Hall

Friday 28 June 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

Friday 5 July 2:20pm Whole School Assembly School Hall

Friday 5 July LAST DAY OF TERM 2

Monday 22 July STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY- NO 
SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Tuesday 23 July SCHOOL RETURNS FOR TERM 3 
FOR STUDENTS














