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Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop Primary School. 

 

DEVELOPING YOUR PASSION 

We have all heard people urge us to “Follow your passion.” But what if 

you have no idea what you’re passionate about? And it pays to remem-

ber that the reality of following your passion is not always easy or quick. 

It takes effort and time to develop a direction in your life that you know 

if the one you want to follow forever, whatever it takes. 

 

Perhaps what we should be doing is developing our passion, finding out where our interests 

lie and exploring them. 

We can start by moving towards what we are interested in. Career paths are developed, not 

discovered. Learning a new language could lead to a love of the food of that country and a 

career in cooking or writing or travel. Learning to play the violin can lead to loving another 

instrument or enjoyment of the world of music.  

 

Doing things you quite enjoy may lead to the one thing you are really passionate about. A 

first job can be an opportunity to begin the process. You may discover a talent for leadership 

or teaching others or keeping records or cleaning. Take the first steps and you have more 

chance of arriving at the destination you really want.  

 

Look for purpose. That means realising that we are hard-wired not only to gratify our person-

al desires but also to care for others. We often find ourselves when we are helping others. 

Ask yourself, were different? What problem can I help solve? How can I contribute?” You 

can try writing down your answers. Psychologists have found that writing about your values 

helps to motivate you.  

 

Keep an eye on the finishing line. Your first hobby or job may not last very long. You may 

try out lots of things before you discover your lifelong passion. You may even find several 

things that excite you at different times in your life. 

 

But the more you do and learn, the more valuable skills and knowledge you will find and the 

more doors will open to you. The key is to give things a go and then give 100% to whatever 

you are doing. Life is a journey of learning and it can be surprising 

where we find the most important lessons. 

 

PLEASE SIGN IN 
All Parents and relatives are required to sign in at the office when ever 

volunteering or helping at our school.  

 

Thought for the Week 
Time is a precious thing. 

Never waste it. 

-Gene Wilder 

 

Have a Blessed Week  

Michael Siciliano 

PRINCIPAL 
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Religious Education News 

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy: 8th December 2105 – 20th November 2016 

Year of Mercy Logo 
Diocese of Parramatta Logo 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 

 

Last KIT the Spiritual Works of Mercy were introduced.  This week I would like to unpack the third and fourth works and their 

implications for our lives today. 

 

The seven Spiritual Works of Mercy are:  

To instruct the uninformed; 

To counsel the doubtful; 

To admonish sinners; 

2. To bear wrongs patiently; 

3. To forgive offences willingly; 

4. To comfort the afflicted; 

To pray for the living and the dead.                            www.usccb.org     www.thedivinemercy.org 

 

Admonish Sinners 

Admonish sinners means to help and guide those who make mistakes because we are called to "speak the truth in love," as St. 

Paul put it (Eph 4:15), with both courage and compassion. We are asked to not judge, but be supportive in helping others find 

their way and correct their mistakes.  Together we can learn to walk more closely with Christ. In humility we must strive to cre-

ate a culture that does not accept sin, while realizing that we all fall at times. It is certainly not easy to do. It takes finding just 

the right moment and just the right words, and saying them in a way that clearly affirms the human dignity of the person.   

 

Bear wrongs patiently 

This means to be patient with those who make mistakes. This is a tough one. In God's merciful love, we certainly ought to share 

the Catholic Faith with those who are far from Him because they need His mercy so badly. (Don't we all!) It is an act of merci-

ful love to share the faith with those who need it and to pray for them. On the other hand, we must be patient with God's work in 

other people's lives. We must never harass, pressure, or manipulate anyone. There is a famous bumper sticker that reads, "Please 

be patient: God is not finished with me yet!" That sums up pretty well what our attitude should be. Our job is but to sow the 

seeds of faith in the hearts and minds of those who are in grievous error. But change has to come in God's own time. Even if we 

never see for ourselves the fruit of our efforts, God will surely do His part to water with the grace of conversion the seeds we 

have planted, when and if people are ready to receive that gift. Until then, we are just to be patient with those in error, to share 

the truth with them as best we can and to pray for them, trusting in God's mercy and patience with us all.  

 

The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary – Thursday September 8th 

The Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary has been celebrated in the Church since about the 8th Century. This is one of 

only three birthdays celebrated in the Church Calendar — the Birth of Jesus (December 25), the Birth of John the Baptist (June 

24) and the Birthday of Mary, the mother of Jesus (September 8th) 

The birth of Mary was miraculous. She was conceived without sin as a special grace because God had selected her to become 

the mother of His Son. There is nothing contained in Scripture about the birth of Mary or her parentage, though Joseph's lineage 

is given in the first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew. The names of Mary's parents, Joachim and Anne, appear in the apocry-

phal "Gospel of James", a book dating from the 2nd Century AD, not part of the authentic canon of Scripture. According to this 

account, Joachim and Anne were also beyond the years of child-bearing, but prayed and fasted that God would grant their desire 

for a child. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04394a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12345b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04653a.htm
http://www.thedivinemercy.org
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Religious Education News—Continued 

In celebrating the nativity of Mary, Christians anticipate the Incarnation and birth of her Divine Son, and give 

honour to the mother of Our Lord and Saviour. 

 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

The Sacrament of Confirmation is the final sacrament of the three   

Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation.  

Confirmation is a Sacrament of mature Christian commitment,  

perfects our baptism and brings us the graces of the Holy Spirit  

that were granted to the Apostles on Pentecost Sunday.  

 

Confirmation is the sacrament of maturity, coming of age and empowerment. It is administered by the Bishop (or 

his representative) through the laying-on of hands and anointing with the Oil of Chrism accompanied by prayer. 

During the Sacrament of Confirmation the Bishop calls down the Holy Spirit and the candidates receive the seven 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, which are: Wisdom, Understanding, Right Judgement, Wonder and awe in God’s pres-

ence, Courage, Knowledge and Reverence. 

 

The effect of the Sacrament of Confirmation is to give the candidates the strength to follow Jesus and to become 

involved in the mission which Jesus left to the Church.  

Congratulations to the following students who will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on at either 5pm or 

7:30pm on Tuesday 13th September in our parish church St Nicholas of Myra. 

 

Lachlan A, Cheyenne A, Reyce A, Marcus B, Jorja B, Riley B, Ky B, Joshua C, Alex C, Ella C, Nicholas C, Laura 

C, Daniel C, Lachlan C, Jennifer C, Emma D, Olivia E, Abigail F, Joshua F, Jessica G, Ella G, Lachlan H, 

Mitchell H, Chloe H, Monique H, Mason J, Chloe K, Brayden K, Keely M, Zack Mc, Ace M, Christian P, Jacoby 

P, Bruno P, Chloe P, Kye R, Ben R, James R, Stefania S, Hannah S, Isabella S, Annabelle S, Caroline S, Brock S, 

Michael T and Samuel W 

 

 

Mary MacKillop International Missions Fund– Used Postage Stamp Collection 

 

Do you have used postage stamps that you can donate to fight poverty? Your used stamps can be recycled to help 

the poor. This activity will run for the whole term and is very simple. Just cut the stamps off the envelopes, leav-

ing a generous margin and bring them into school. Each class has a plastic sleeve to place the collected stamps in. 

 

Your used stamps, that you would generally throw out, can be recycled to help the poor in outback Australia and 

in countries like East Timor and Peru. 

 

During 2015 $34, 500 was raised and since this this initiative  

began in 2001 $125,000 has been raised to help the Sister’s of Mary MacKillop International.  

 

Thank you in advance for your support!  

 

Mrs Gillard 

Religious Education Coordinator 



Page 4 KE E PI NG I N T OU CH 

 LION KING JNR NEWS 

 

WHAT IS NEEDED AND WHEN…. 
All classes are asked to bring their selected costume pieces as mentioned in the schedule be-
low in the backpack or in a plastic bag with their name clearly marked.  Kindergarten and Year 
1 will be wearing their sports uniform for easy costume changes on both the Tuesday Dress 
Rehearsal and the day of their matinee eg.     

Kindergarten: Tuesday & Thursday 

Year 1: Tuesday & Wednesday 

 

*Tuesday 13th September - DAY Both Casts 

All classes - All costume pieces (in school bag or a plastic bag with name clearly marked) 
*Wednesday 14th September - DAY Yellow Cast 
*Thursday 15th September - DAY Green Cast 
EVENING Yellow Cast (with Make-up) 
*Friday 16th September - EVENING Green Cast (with Make-up) 

DON’T FORGET TO GET YOUR TICKETS AT THE OFFICE!!  
 
Yours from Pride Rock, 
Mr. Brad Carroll and Mrs. Margaret Meehan 

Kindergarten / Year 1 Bright Coloured T-Shirts Jeans or Dark Pants 

Year 2 Brown or Green T-Shirts Jeans or Dark Pants 

Year 3 White or Black T-Shirts Jeans or Dark Pants 

Year 4 Blue T-Shirt / Shirt Blue Jeans 

Year 5 Brown or Black Shirt Dark Pants 

Year 6 Brown or Black Shirt Dark Pants 

Choir All Black Dark Pants 

Grades are working hard in class at creating masks, headpieces and additional items to 

assist with their  costume. 

Students are required to have basic face makeup done at home before they arrive at 

school for evening performances. We recommend some blusher on the cheeks and a light 

lipstick just enough to look effective under the stage lights. 

Principal Cast members and Dancers have already been given separate information. 

Black leggings are a suitable alternative to pants/jeans 

It is preferable that all shirts have NO print on them where possible.   
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P & F News 
A huge thank you to all parent helpers at our Father’s Day stall and Father’s Day BBQ! Thanks 

to Shay from Irish Butcher, Mike & Jen Hicks from Outback  for donating sausages and every-

one else who came along and made the day a huge success! 

 

Michelle Darwen 

President 

On behalf of P&F Executive Team 

ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO CHILD  

SEXUAL ABUSE 

 

The Diocese of Parramatta is required to appear before the Royal Commission into Insti-

tutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, Case Study 44. This public hearing is expected 

to begin on 

 

Monday 12 September 2016 

 

For more information please refer to the Royal Commission website 

www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/public-hearings/case-studies 

 

For anyone needing information and support please contact the Diocese of Parramatta in-

formation line on (02) 8838 3470. Operational from 03/09/2016 until 07/10/2016, Mon to 

Fri 7am-10pm, Sat and Sun 9am-5pm. 

 

The Child Protection Information Line 1300 661 015 is available for families who would 

like more information about protocols or support services in Catholic schools run by the 

Diocese of Parramatta. 

 

Concerns or allegations about any criminal offence should be reported to NSW Police on 

131 444.  The Diocese of Parramatta is committed to continuously reviewing and improv-

ing its child protection policies and procedures. For more information please visit 

www.safeguarding.org.au 
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Dates for Your Diary Term 3- 2016 
DAY DATE TIME EVENT 

Friday 9 September 2:20pm 

4pm & 4:30pm 

Whole School Assembly & KA/KH Item 

Confirmation Practice 

Tuesday 13 September 9:30am 

12pm 

Lion King Jnr Yellow Dress Rehearsal 

Lion King Jnr Green Dress Rehearsal 

Wednesday 14 September 12:00pm Lion King Jnr Matinee (Yellow) 

Thursday 15 September 12:00pm 

6:00pm 

Lion King Jnr Matinee (Green) 

Lion King Jnr Evening Session (Yellow) 

Friday 16 September 2:20pm 

6:00pm 

Whole School Assembly 

Lion King Jnr Evening Session (Green) 

Monday 19 September  MacKillop Athletics Carnival @ Homebush 

Friday 23 September  

2:20pm 

Stage 3 Touch Gala Day @ Kingsway St Marys 

Whole School Assembly 

Term 3 CONCLUDES 

    

Monday 10 October  Term 4 Begins 

Friday 14 October 10:00am 

12:30pm-1:30pm 

2:15pm 

Mission Mass and Expo @ St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Kindergarten 2017 Playgroup Session # 1 

Whole School Assembly 

Monday  17 October  Gymnastics Program begins 

Tuesday 18 October  Mr Cauchi @ EMU Training 

St Dom’s Discovery Day 

Thursday 20 October 4:30pm-5:15pm 

5:30pm-6:30pm 

K –2 P & F Disco 

3-6 P & F Disco 

Friday 21 October 12:30pm-1:30pm 

2:15pm 

Kindergarten 2017 Playgroup Session # 2 

Whole School Assembly  

Monday 24 October 12:30pm-3:00pm Way of Mercy Cross School Celebration 

Thursday 27 October  Year 5 Teen Ranch Excursion 

Friday 28 October  

12:30pm--1:30pm 

2:20pm 

Year 5 Teen Ranch Excursion 

Kindergarten 2017 Playgroup Session # 3 

Whole School Assembly & 4BL Item 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary Term 4- 2016 
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BACON! 

Delicious 

Tender, terrific, taste 

Crunch crunch 

Sizzle sizzle 

Yum, yum, yum 

I’m a fan 

Especially when it’s 
cooked in a pan 

Bacon 4 life 

Canadian, American and 
more 

You're always looking for 
more 

Sooo tasty 

Sooo yummy 

Sooo great 

Enjoy it with a mate 

Bacon comes from heav-
en 

BACON!! BACON!!  
BACON!! 

 

By Oliver Z  

6M Poetry 

Accumulative Poem 

Hippy. 
Cool hippy. 
Flower-loving, cool hippy. 
Long-haired, flower-loving, cool hippy. 
Blonde, long-haired, flower-loving, cool hippy. 
Cute, blonde, long-haired, flower-loving, cool hip-
py. 
By Grace.  

Oztag 

A poem by Cody Dwyer in 6M 

 

Thursday nights 

With no lights 

It’s basically footy 

Just with tagging 

 

15 minute halves 

Could hurt your calves 

Grass as green as shrek 

Tag!!! Tag!!! Tag!!! Tag!!! 

 

Some people are cheetahs 

Too fast to chase 

It might be a race 

To the finish 

 

Wind pushing me back 

The tag in my reach 

I trip 

NOOOOOO!!!!!!!! 

 

We come back 

I score a try 

It was so great 

I might just die 

 

We end up winning 

I jump in joy 

This poem was just 

A long decoy 
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6M Poetry 

The Storm 

A poem by Cody Dwyer in 6M 

 

We wait in line 

I take my seat 

My heart starts to beat 

THUMP!!! THUMP!!! 

 

The carriage moves 

Slowly making it to the top 

I can see the beach 

We stop 

 

My dad is laughing 

My brother is barfing 

Fast turns 

As quick as an antelope 

 

The water is a sea 

SPLASH!!!! 

We walk off 

I run on for my 11th time 

 

Fire 

Big dark grey ash coming to people’s 
houses 

Fire started by people 

People animals 

land gone 

Houses gone 

people crying 

This is where half of earth has gone 

Xbox ps4 burnt 
bedroom gone 

Wood wasted        
Next time get a house of brick 

Or metal 
Kids crying                 
No ipad ipod iphone 

that means  
No more pokemon go 

Use water to kill the fire 

that's one tip 

                                     
make sure you 

Call 911 

I would say don't waste your own money 

On a house that can get on fire easy 

 

Lots of lives can be lost 
There wouldn’t be any 

News reports in helicopters 

Reporters wanted to see what happened 

3 words 

DON’T START IT 

 

By Peter Stewart  
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6M Poetry 

Panthers 

By Oscar Pisani 6M 

Blue black 

Strong fierce 

We’re better than you 

We win 

We score 

Recruit a few 

Win a game 

Climb the ladder 
The tigers are lame 

 

Punch! Punch! Punch! 
They do it for the fame 

Panthers pleased 

In the top 8 

Panthers play to win the game 

When they win they say 

Too bad mate  

6M 

Boys 

Girls 

having fun 

I feel like we have just won 

Because we work hard all day 

So then we can go out and play 

Some of us play basketball 
And some of us even play football! 

 

When we come back from lunch we do 
math,english and science 

In math we learn about distance 

In science we learn about mould 

And in English we learn about how poems 
are told 

But at the end of the day we all realize 

That we made it through the day 

we actually survived! 
Now it’s time to go home and say goodbye.  

Forest 

         by Oscar Pisani 
 

Dark frightening 

Scary like a horror movie 

Dark daring dreadful dragons 

Green leaves 

Sticks that prick you 

Brown stumps 

Humungous trees 

 

Beautiful waterfalls 

Glittering water 
Different types of flowers 

Red flowers 

Blue flowers 

Yellow flowers 

There’s so many animals 

Brown deers 

Black bears 

Colourful birds 

This is the place to be 

Relax 

Be calm 

Explore 

Have fun 

TEAM VALOR 

By Xavier P 

Team Valor is the best 
Better than the rest 

We’re so cool  
We make the other team 

Eat gruel 
 

We take as fast 
As the winds 

Valor is red 
Red 

Red! 
We have no time 

For bed 
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