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Term 2, Week 2 

5 May 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop Primary School. 

THE ELEPHANT 

ROPE  
A tourist was amazed to see in Thailand that a group of beautiful ele-

phants was being held by only a small rope tied to their front leg. There 

were no chains, no cages, just a short rope tethering each huge creature to 

a small stick in the ground. 

It was obvious that the elephants could, at any time, break away from the rope but for some reason, they 

did not. 

The tourist asked the trainer why the elephants just stood there and made no attempt to get away.  

“It’s simple,” trainer said, “when they are very young and much smaller we use the same size rope to tie 

them and, at that age, it’s enough to hold them. They try and try to get free but cannot. As they grow up, 

they are conditioned to believe they cannot break away. They believe the rope can still hold them, so 

they never try to escape.” 

The tourist was astonished. These enormous animals could at any time break free but because they be-

lieved they couldn’t, they were stuck right where they were. 

How many of us, like the elephants, go through life believing that we cannot do something, simply be-

cause of something that we thought we learned when we were young?  

How many of us have in our minds a short rope we could easily shake off? 

How many of us are capable of far more than we ever dream of? 

Don’t be held back. Don’t be tethered in one place.  

Believe in yourself.  You may be surprised  
Acknowledgement: Original author unknown 
 

NAPLAN FOR YEARS 3 & 5 NEXT WEEK  

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual national assess-

ment for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. All students in these year levels participate in tests in read-

ing, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. All government 

and non-government education authorities have contributed to the development of NAPLAN materials. 

NAPLAN is the measure through which governments, education authorities, schools, teachers and par-

ents can determine whether or not young Australians are meeting important educational outcomes in 

literacy and numeracy.  

 

The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual students are performing 

at the time of the tests. They also provide schools, states and territories with information about how ed-

ucation programs are working and what areas need to be prioritised for improvement. NAPLAN tests 

are one aspect of our school’s assessment and reporting process; they do not replace the extensive ongo-

ing assessments made by our teachers about each student’s performance.  

NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life, 

such as reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy. From 2016, NAPLAN content will be 

aligned with the Australian Curriculum.  

 

NAPLAN Questions are multiple-choice or require a short written response. The writing task requires 

students to write a text in response to a prompt. To give you an idea of what the tests look like, sample 

questions and a sample writing task are available on the NAP website: www.nap.edu.au . 

 

NAPLAN tests are conducted at school and administered by the classroom teachers. Each state and ter-

ritory is responsible for marking the tests in accordance with strict guidelines and processes.  

 



NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students have already been learning through the school 

curriculum. Our teachers also ensure students are familiar with the test formats and will provide appropri-

ate support and guidance.  

 

The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to reassure your child that NAPLAN tests 

are just one part of their school program, and to urge them to simply do the best they can on the day.  

 

All students are encouraged to participate in NAPLAN tests. Students with disability may qualify for ad-

justments that reflect the support normally provided in the classroom. Students who have a temporary inju-

ry may also be reasonably accommodated.  

 

NAPLAN is not a pass-or-fail type test. Individual student performance is shown on a national achieve-

ment scale for each test. Each test scale has 10 bands and all year levels are reported on the same scale. Six 

bands are reported for each year level for each test. One of these bands represents the national minimum 

standard for students at each year level. A result at the national minimum standard indicates that the stu-

dent demonstrated the basic literacy and numeracy skills needed to participate fully in that year level. The 

performance of individual students can be compared to the average performance of all students in Austral-

ia.  

 

Where possible, we will organise for individual students who are absent at the time of testing to complete 

missed tests at another time next week. Individual students are not permitted to sit tests after Friday 13 

May 2016.  

 

A NAPLAN report will be issued later in the year and sent home to parents. The same report format is used 

for every student in Australia.  

 

Canteen 

We have secured the services of a canteen company to trial the St Mary MacKillop Canteen over 12 

months. I have attached a copy of the proposed menu for your information. We anticipate the canteen will 

commence once Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) auditors approve the contract. 

 

2016 FETE 

Sincere thanks to Mrs Erin Carroll, Mrs Michelle Darwen, the fete committee, parents and friends, students 

and staff for your making our 2016 fete a great community building event and a profitable exercise. God 

bless you all for your hard work and your support.  

 

2017 Kinder Enrolments 

Enrolments are currently open for Kindergarten 2017. Please contact the school by phone or in person to 

collect an enrolment form. Alternatively, you can download an enrolment form via our school website. 

Please note that enrolments for kindergarten 2016 close on Sunday 22 May. 

  

Thought for the Week 

“What if we stopped aspiring to have more,  

and instead aspired to be more?” 

-Archbishop Oscar Romero 

 

 

Have a Blessed Week  

Michael Siciliano 

PRINCIPAL 
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Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy: 8th December 2105 – 20th November 2016 

The Corporal Works of Mercy 

The works of mercy (sometimes known as acts of mercy) are practices/actions, which Christians perform that 

extend God’s compassion and mercy to those in need. 

 

The works of mercy have been traditionally divided into two categories, each with seven elements: 
 

"Corporal works of mercy" which concern the material needs of others. 

"Spiritual works of mercy" which concern the spiritual needs of others. 
 

The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the teachings of Jesus and give us a model for how we should treat  

others, as if they were Christ in disguise.  They  ‘are charitable actions by which we help our neighbours in their 

physical needs’. They respond to the basic needs of humanity as we journey together through this life.  
 

The seven Corporal Works of Mercy are listed below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the Year of Mercy Pope Francis is calling us to centre on the Merciful Heart of Jesus, whose love is poured 

into our hearts especially through prayer and the Eucharist.  We are to let His merciful love flow through our hearts 

toward anyone in need whom we meet along life's way. 

 

Next KIT we will further unpack the Corporal Works of Mercy and see how we can practise these in our everyday 

lives. 

 

Project Compassion 2016 (Social Justice Initiative)  
Thank you for supporting the 2016 Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion Appeal  

during the Season of Lent. As a school community St Mary MacKillop has been able  

to raise an outstanding $978.55. This is a great effort and every child is to be congratulated!  

This donation will provide much needed support for programs around the world that provide vulnerable people with 

the skills and opportunities they need to establish a better quality of life. 

If you would like to join Caritas Australia beyond Lent in the struggle against poverty and injustice, visit 

www.caritas.org.au and support their campaigns! 1800 024 413 

Religious Education News 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25:31
http://www.caritas.org.au
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Mother’s Day Liturgy 

 

Please join us for our Mother’s Day Liturgy on Friday 6th May at 9:15am 

in the hall.  This Liturgy will be prepared and led by Kindergarten. 

During our liturgy we will pray for all mothers and ask God to keep them 

in his loving care.  

There will also be an opportunity to visit classrooms and partake in Aus-

tralia’s Biggest Morning Tea, which will be organised by the P & F. 

 

Timetable of events as follows: 

 

9:15am – Mother’s Day Liturgy in the hall  

10am – Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 

10:30am – Open classrooms 

11am – Student eating time with their class 

11:15am – Play Break 

11:45am – Normal classes resume 

 

 

Pentecost: Sunday 15th May 

Sunday, the 15th May is the Feast of Pentecost, one  

of the most important days in the Christian Calendar.  

Pentecost is celebrated fifty days after Easter and  

concludes the Season of Easter. 

 

‘When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 

wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of 

fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’ Acts 2:1–4 

 

Pentecost has a central place in the Christian Story. Prior to the coming of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were con-

fused and afraid by the recent events they had experienced - The Crucifixion and Resurrection of their leader and 

teacher, Jesus. 

Pentecost was a turning point for the disciples. It inspired, united and strengthened them by transforming their minds 

and hearts. They no longer simply remembered Jesus, they courageously proclaimed Him alive with boldness and 

conviction throughput the world. 

  

The liturgical colour of Pentecost is red and this important day is considered the birthday of the Christian Church. 

 

Grandparents Day Liturgy and Book Fair: Friday 27th May 

Please mark in your diary, Friday 27th May for the Grandparents Liturgy and Book Fair. The liturgy will be prepared 

and led by Year 4. It will begin at 9:15am and there will be the opportunity to visit classrooms. More details will fol-

low in the next KIT. 

 

 

 

Mrs Gillard 

Religious Education Coordinator 

Religious Education News—Continued 
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Library News 

Welcome back to term two, we have many things happening in the library in the weeks ahead.  
Many students are well under way with the Premiers Reading Challenge, the challenge runs until the end of 
August please see Mrs Eisenhuth if you are having problems logging your books. 
 
We will be hosting our annual Book Fair to coincide with our Grandparents Liturgy on Friday,May 27.  This 
event is always well supported by our community and we look forward to another fantastic fair in our school 
library. All books sold go towards purchasing new books and resources for the library. 
You may also wish to personally donate a book to the school library. The fair will also be open on Monday, 
May 30 for students to purchase books before and after school and at lunch time. If you are unable to visit 
the fair, but would like to purchase a book, you can use the credit card facility on the back of the flyer that will 
be sent home soon. We look forward to seeing many parents and grandparents on Friday in the library after 
the Grandparents Day Liturgy. 
 
Please encourage your children to borrow regularly from our library, check they have their library bags for 
their specific borrowing day, students may also borrow Monday to Thursday at lunch time. 
 

Maree Eisenhuth 
Teacher Librarian 

P&F News 

WOW! what a School Fete we had on Sunday! 

 

I cannot begin to express my thanks to all involved from our Major Sponsors, Parent volun-

teers, Stallholders, to our Office ladies and the Teachers of this great school. It takes a lot of 

effort and dedication to make a fete a success and I believe ours was this year so thanks to 

the Fete committee for their hard work this past 9 months putting this great day together. 

 

A special mention must go to the Carroll family, what can we say but thank you so much 

for all your hard work, long days, sleepless nights and time away from your beautiful fami-

ly to making our Fete such a huge success. Thanks again! 

 

I’d just like to wish all our Mum’s out there a Happy Mother’s Day this Sunday. Hope your 

children spoil you rotten with love, hugs, kisses and maybe a sleep in! 

 

Michelle Darwen 

President 

On behalf of P&F Executive Team 
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Dates for Your Diary Term 2 - 2016 

DAY DATE TIME EVENT 

Friday 6 May 9:15am 

 

 

2:20pm 

Mother’s Day Liturgy  

Open Classrooms 

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 

Whole School Assembly & 6M Item 

Monday 9 May 7:00pm Year 6 Farewell Meeting (School Hall) 

Tuesday 10 May  NAPLAN Years 3 & 5 (Language and Writing 

Tests) 

Wednesday 11 May  NAPLAN Years 3 & 5 (Reading Test) 

Thursday 12 May  

9.00am 

NAPLAN Years 3 & 5 (Numeracy Test) 

Stage 1 History Excursion to Elizabeth Farm 

Friday 13 May 9:15am 

2:20pm 

Year 2 Liturgy 

Whole School Assembly & 4BL & 4M Strings Item 

NAPLAN catch up day 

Friday 20 May 9.15am 

2.20pm 

Year 6 Mass 

Whole School Assembly 

Saturday 21 May  Kindergarten 2017 Enrolments Close 

Tuesday 24 May 10:00am Captivate Choir @ St Patricks Blacktown 

Friday 27 May 9:15am 

2.20pm 

Grandparents Liturgy & Book Fair 

Whole School Assembly 

Tuesday 31st May  

7:00pm 

ICAS Science Competition 

P & F Meeting 

Friday 3 June 9:15am 

2:20pm 

Year 5 Mass 

Whole School Assembly & 1J & 1R 

Monday 6 June  Primary Athletics Carnival @ Blair Oval 

Tuesday 7 June  Year 4 History Excursion @ Hyde Park Barracks 

Friday 10 June  STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

No School for Students 

Monday 13 June  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

No School  

Tuesday 14 June  ICAS Writing Competition 

Friday 17 June  9:15am Kindergarten Liturgy 



Starting Soon at St Mary Mackillop! 
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