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Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School, 

Thank you so very much for the warm welcome I have received since my arrival here. I have met 

many of you over this week but looking forward to catching up with all of our families over the year 

ahead. This welcome is very much the lived expression of St Mary MacKillop’s teachings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you realise how dedicated and organised your children’s teachers are? 

One of the first impressions that have been made on me is the outstanding quality of the teachers who 

are working with your children. Their commitment to working professionally and compassionately 

with the children at St Mary MacKillop, has been obvious to me. Whilst we have been on holidays 

the work of the teachers and leaders has continued which ensures that they are ready for your child’s 

first day at school. 

If you agree with me, why not take the chance to let them know you appre-

ciate it when you see them next? 

 

Attendance is the key to your child’s success!!! 

Throughout this year I will be raising the importance of  

children being at school and on time every day. It makes 

sense that for your child to succeed at school and continue 

to build on their learning, they need to be in the classroom. 

Please be aware that current legislation requires that any absence from 

school other than due to  

illness, needs to be approved by the school principal. If you are seeking leave for your child, please 

 apply in writing through the school office. 

 

Have you seen the face of Jesus at St Mary MacKillop? 

I believe that one of the most important reasons for Catholic schools to exist in our community is to 

provide everyone (students, staff, parents , families and community), with daily encounters with Je-

sus.  

 At times I can see Jesus in myself because of how I have chosen to behave and act. 

 At times I can see Jesus in how others act around me…….. particularly if they act through love 

towards me. 

 At times I can see Jesus in the scripture shared from the bible at school. 

 At times I can see Jesus in my prayers. 

 

As a parent of two children myself, I choose Catholic Education for them because I want them to 

have the opportunity to encounter Jesus Christ in their lives. I am passionate about it for your child 

too. 

 

Together We Grow. 

Mr Scott Buchan 

Principal 
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News from the Assistant Principal 

Welcome back.  I am very exciting to start my new role at St Mary MacKillop as Assistant Prin-
cipal and I look forward to working with you and your children this year. 
 
Maths Assessment Interviews (MAI) 
Thank you to the parents who have brought their children to school out of school hours to sit the 
MAI. This data serves as a valuable teaching tool to enable targeted, personalised learning for 
every student. 
 
Early Years Assessment (EYA) 
Over the next few weeks our students in Kindergarten, Year One and Year Two will participate 
in an Observation Survey of Early Literacy.  These assessment inform the teachers and ena-
bles them to plan the teaching and learning experiences for our Infants classes.  The assess-
ments also help the school to identify vulnerable students for targeted intervention programs. 
 
If you need to contact me please phone the office or by my email, 
mrowan2@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 
Margaret Rowan  
Assistant Principal 

Sport News 

The 2017 Twilight Swimming Carnival will be held on Tuesday 7th February at 5:00pm at 
St Marys Ripples. (Charles Hackett Drive.) The carnival is optional and open to ALL Year 3, 4, 
5 and 6 students, as well as any competent 8 year old swimmers in Year 2. We ask that you 
return the form indicating the event your child would like to participate in by Monday 6th Febru-
ary at the very latest. There will be no 25m events at the carnival. Student's are required to 
make their own way to and from the pool. Student entry is free, however parents will have to 
pay a $3 entry fee. If you would like to volunteer to help as a timekeeper on the night (and re-
ceive free entry into the pool), please indicate so on the form.   

Maryanne McNally 
Sport Co Ordinator 

mailto:mrowan2@parra.catholic.edu.au
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Religious Education News 

Welcome to the 2017 school year.  This time of year is always filled with mystery and excitement. Mystery because 

what the year ahead holds for us is unknown, and excitement because we can be assured that throughout each mo-

ment of this year God will be with us. 

 

Father, 

We thank you for the opportunity to begin this new school year, 

and we ask that you bless the students, teachers and families that make our school a great place. 

We pray that you will guide us in your ways, 

so that we will seek your will 

in everything that we do, 

and love others as you love us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen 
 

Class Prayer Bags  

Prayer is an important part of the life of a Catholic school and this year the St Mary MacKillop School community 

will once again embrace the concept of a class Prayer Bag, which will begin being sent home in the coming week.  

This Prayer Bag offers a link between home and school through prayer. We hope that when your child brings home 

this bag that you will gather together as a family, and use the contents of the prayer bag to pray together. We also 

invite you, as a family, with your child to write a prayer in the prayer journal. 

The prayer written by your child will become part of the class prayer during the week. 

 

The Prayer Bag consists of: 

 A cloth 

 St Mary MacKillop Prayer card  

 Prayer book 

 Student Prayer Journal 

 A battery operated tea light (please ensure that this is switched off) 

 Prayer card: Our Father and Hail Mary (Kinder only) 

 Prayer card: Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Angel of God (Yrs1-

4) 

 Rosary Beads and how to pray the rosary prayer card (Yrs 3-6 only) 

 A copy of The Angelus (Yrs 3-6 only) 

 God is With Us  - A prayer book for Families (Yrs 4-6 only) 

 

The Prayer Bag is a very special and sacred bag. We know that you, with your child, will take care of it and see that 

it is completely and safely returned to school to ensure every child is given the same prayerful opportunity. Thank 

you for joining with the St Mary MacKillop Community in prayer. 
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 Religious Education News 

2017 Sacramental Program - Reconciliation Parent Meeting, 7pm Tues 28th Feb 

The Parish based Sacramental Program will begin this year with the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance). Prepa-

ration for the Sacrament of Reconciliation will commence with a parent only session on Tuesday, 28th February at 

7pm.   

 

If you wish to enrol in this program it is compulsory that at least one parent/carer attend.  This meeting will be held 

in the St Nicholas Church.  This program is for all children in Year 3 or above who have been baptised and would 

like to enrol in the Sacramental Program.  

 

All enquires to Colleen Nichols (Sacramental Coordinator) at St Nicholas Parish House 47212509. 

Email: sacramental@stnicholasofmyra.org.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening School Mass and Year Six Leadership Ceremony: 9:30am Friday 17th February  

Please join us for our Opening School Mass on Friday 17th February at 9:30am.  At our mass we will gather as a 

school community to pray for God’s blessing on the school year and welcome our new staff, Kindergarten students 

and new students across the grades to St Mary MacKillop Primary School. We will also induct the Year 6 students 

into their 2017 leadership roles. 

 

We Look forward to seeing you as we celebrate our Catholic Faith together. 

 

Mrs Gillard 

Religious Education Coordinator 

 

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

There will be no school assembly this week.  Assembly will commence 

next Friday at 2.20pm 

Recycled Uniform Shop 
Our Second Hand Uniform shop will now be called the Recycled Uniform Shop  The Recycled Uniform shop will 

be open each month 2pm to 3.15pm and will commence Friday 3rd  February 2017. 

 

All girls Summer dresses and Winter tunics $5- 

Bags $5- 

All other items $3- 

 

If you have any uniforms that you no longer require could you please leave them at the office. 

 

Thank you, 

Joanne Randall 
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P & F News 

A very warm welcome to our families both new and established.  We hope you all had an enjoyable 
holiday and your families are settling in their new routines. 
 
P&F Survey 
An online survey has been organised by the P&F and will be available through the School Facebook 
page soon.   
 
We would like to know your thoughts on the 2016 events and what you are interested in for the future. 
 
Erin Carroll 
P&F President 

Sports Days 2017 

Monday Year 2 

Wednesday Year 6 , Year 5 

Thursday Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 4 

Friday Year 3 

Did you know…. 

All our newsletters will be distributed electronically for the remainder of the year.  

You can keep up to date via our Facebook page www.facebook.com/MacKillopPenrith  

via our SkoolBag App and our school website. 

Subscribe to the Online Newsletter: 

A reminder to all parents that we will no longer be print-

ing a paper copy of the newsletter.   

 

Parents need to subscribe to receiving the newsletter 

online via the website. 

 

You will need to go to 

www.mackillopenrith.catholic.edu.au 

select News & Events>Newsletter and click on 

Subscribe to our online newsletter, complete the form, 

you will then receive the newsletter each fortnight via 
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Dates for Your Diary Term 1—2017 
DAY DATE TIME EVENT 

Tuesday 

 

7 February 

 

5pm-7pm Twilight Swimming Carnival  

Ripples St Marys 

Friday 10 February 2:20pm Whole School Assembly 

Friday 17 February 9:30am 

 

2:20pm 

Opening School Mass & Year 6 Leadership  

Ceremony 

Whole School Assembly 

Tuesday 28 February 7:00pm Parent Meeting for Reconciliation (St Nicholas 

Church) 

Thursday 2 March 11:30am Year 5 Graffiti Talk 
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